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'Tg..che Right Worſhipfull, 
and his much Honoured Friend, 


Sf Henry Afar ſt, Baronet: 


GB, 


' Our Noble and Confton 
Kmaneſs to Mr. Baxter 
Live ,. and . your Honourable 
Reſpett to: him Dead , have in- 
duced me to mſcribe the follow- 
mg - Memorial . of him "to: your 
Name. He. was moſt worthy 
.of: your higheſt Eſteem and. Love, 
For the firft bnpreſſions. of Hea- 
:ven \ #pon'your Soul , were mm 
Reading hs divalend Book of 
"the\\ Saints Everlaſting Reſt, 
This kindled'a mutual AﬀeSion 
mM TIO Breaſts: his Love was 
| A 2 Dt- 
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Direfting, Counſelling, and Ex 
citing you to ſecure your Futgive 
Happmeſs : your Love was'0b- 
ſervant, Gratefull, and Beneft. 
cent to him. The Simcerity and 
Generofity of your Friendſhip, was 


| Very evident, -m your appearing 


and ſtanding by him, when he was 


: fo roughly and unrighteouſly band- 


led; by. one, who was the difha- 
nour. of. this Ages Law ; whoſe 


Deportment im a high place of 


Judicature, was. ſo contrary to 
Wiſdom, Humanity, and Juſtice, 


that there need 10 foul words to 


' make his Name odious. Of this 


and your other Favours Mr. Bax- 
ter retamd a dear and laſting 
Senſe ; and m his. dymg hours 
declared, that you had teen the 


beſt | 


| 
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ſl iend be ever had. He has 


ed his Courſe, and recei- 
ved his 'Crown :' His Name 
will ſhe longer than his Enemies 
ſhall bark 
I cannot omit the mentioning, 
that Mr. Boyle and Mr. Baxter, 
thoſe incomparable Per fons in their 
ſeveral Studies, and dear Friends, 
died within a ſhort ſpace of - one 
another. Mr. Boyle was enga- 
ged in the Contemplation of the 
Deſign and Architefture of the 


viſible World, and made rare diſ- 


coveries in the ſyſtem of Nature : 


not for Curioſity and barren Spe- 


culation, but to admire and adore 
the Perfettions of the Deity in the 
Larity, Order, Beauty, and mar- 
vellous Artifice of the Creatures 
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that compoſe this great Univerſe. 
Mr. Baxter was converſant inthe 
inviſuble World : hu "Mind was 
conſtantly applied to underſtand 
the harmonious Agreement of the 
Divine Attributes m the Oeconomy 

of our Salvation, and to reſtore 
Men to the Favour and Image of 
God. They are now admitted into 
the inhightned and purified Society 
above : where the immenſe Vo: 
lumes of the Divine Wiſdom are 
laid open, and by one glance'of an 
eye, they difcover more perfeftly 
the Cauſes,” Effetts, and Concate. 

nation of all things in Heaven and 
Earth, than the maſt diligent In. 
quirers can do here, in a thouſand 
years Study, though they had the 


| Sagacity of Sotengn. By the 


"git 
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of God, and are fatisfhed with 
his. likeneſs for ever. 
"Tis a high honour to you, that 
Ms. Boyle and My.Baxter ſhould 
by their Laſt Will nominate you 
amongſt their Executors. i 
was the Saying of a Wiſe Roman, 
Malo divi Auguſti judicium, 
quam beneficiam. T had ra 
ther have the Eſteem of the Enz 
perour Auguſtus than his Gifts : 
for he was an underſtanding 
Prince, and his Eſteem was very 
Flonourable to a (Perſon. That 
two who ſo excelld im Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, ſhould commit to 
your Truſt the diſpoſal of their 
Eſtates for the Uſes of Piety and 
Charity, is a-more noble Teſti- 
24 | |  mony 
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mony of their Eſteem of your Pru- 


dence and inviolable Integrity,than 
if they had ' bequeathed to you 
' rich Legacies. 

Tt is 4 ſatisfattion to me, that 
. T have complied with Mr. Bax- 
ter's defire in Preaching his Fu- 
neral-Sermon, and with yours in 
Publiſhing it. I ſhall unfeigned- 
 b recommend Tour ſelf, your ex- 
eeflent Lady, and vertuous Chil- 
dren, to the Divine Mercies : and 
remain, with great Reſpe#, 


Ov 
Your humble and _ 


faichfull Servant, 


Wilham Bates. 
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SERMON 
| On the DEATH of 

1 Mr. Richard Baxter. 
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Luke 23. 46. 
| And when Jeſus had cried with a 
loud Voice, be ſaid, Father, 
mto thy Hands Þ commend 
my Spirit. 
PHE Words are the Pray- 
= erofour Bleſſed Saviour 
in the Extremity of his 


- | Paffion. His unrighteous and 


implacable Enemies had nail'd 
his Body to the Crolh but FRey 
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had no power over his —_ 
that was ready to take its flight 


- to the Sanftuary of Life,and 


Immortality. 'This dying Pray- 
er of Chrift is a' Pattern for 
ſincere Chriſtians : He has in- 
veſted them with the Relati- 
on of Children of God ; and au- 
thoriſes them by his Example, 
tocommend their departing Spi- 
rits to his powerful Love. The 
Obſervation LI ſhall unfold and 
apply, is this: — 
"Tis the Privileds of dying 
Saints, to commend their 
Spirits into the' Hands of 
their Heavenly Father. 


In diſcourſing of this, ſhall, 


I, Conſider the Foundation 
of this Priviledg. : 

II. Shew what a bleſſed Pri- 
viledg this is. 

II. Apply it. | 7 
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I; The Foundation of this 
Priviledg ' is to be- conſider'd : 
This is built upon two things. 

r. The Relation of God to 
the Saints. 

2. His PerfeQions joined 
with that Relation. 

r. The Relation of God to 
the' Saints. The Title of Fa- 
ther is upon ſeveral Accounts 
attributed to God. 

(1.) He isa Father by Cre- 
ation: O Lord, thou art our Fa- 
ther : we are the Clay, thou art 
the Potter, we are the Work of 
thine Hinds. He formed Man's 


Body into a Majeſtick Figure, 


becoming his original State, be- 
ing Lord of the lower World. 

But in a'peculiar manner he 1s 
filed the Father of Spirits: they 
bave'a near Alliance, and Re- 
ſemblance of the - Father of 


Yvon in their intelleQual 


B 2 Pow+« 
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Luke 3. 


Powers, and their immartal 
Nature. From heace it is, the 


' Angels are called the Sons of 


God + They are the eldefi Off- 
ſpring of his Power, Adam has 
the Title of the Sox of God. 
And ſince the Fall, Men are 


called God's Offspring. There- 
_ 1san indelible Charadter of Dig- 


nity engraven in the reaſonable 
Nature by the Hand of God. 
Bur fince Man turn'd Rebel to: 
his Creator and Father, this 


': endearing obliging Relation: 


aggravates. his Rebellion, - but 
gives him noIntereſt in the Pa- 
ternal Love of God, of which 
he has madea deadly Forfeiture. 
*Fis threatned againſt ignorant 
perverſe Sinners, He that made: 
them, will not ſave thers. 

(2) Upon the account of ex- 


ternal Calling. and Profefhon, 


there is an: intercurrent Relati-' 
on of Farther and Sons between 


MS 9 @ 5B & wean, Au wt 4 © 
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God and his People. Thus the 


Poſterity of Seth are called the Gen. 6. 


Sor of God: and the entire 
CE of the Jews are ſo ſti- 


» When Iſrael was young, v. Hoſea 11, 


we 1M Sox out of Eg 
all thi have wi Ber (x Ry 
the Seal of the holy Covenant, 
and profeſs Chriſtianity, in this 
pefteral Senſe may be called the 
Children of God. But *tis Hot 
the outward Dedication "that 
entitles Men toa ſaving Intereſt 
in God, unleſs they live accor- 
ding toithat Dedication. There 
are baptized Infidels, as well as 
ri ized, How many e 

Il as deep as Hell, Hts 

pes were high,on the: account 
- ooh external Chriſtianity, ' 

(3.) God 1s our Father upon 

a tmore excellent Account, by 


| Rertovation and Adoption. The 


natural Man is what St. Padf 


lanth of the voluptuous Widow, 
T* dead 


_ 
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aead while he lives, There is 
not only a ceſſation of ſpiritual 
AQts, but an utter incapacity to 
perform them: he cannot obey 
nor enjoy God. Now: the, re- 
newing of Man 1s called a Re- 
generation : Our Saviour tells 
Nicodemwe, . Verily I ſay unto you, 
Unleſs a May be born again, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The reaſon of | the 
Expreſſion is, becauſe there isa 
new Nature, ſpiritual, holy and 
heavenly, communicated, . dif- 
ferent from the carnal, polluted 
and earthly Nature, derived 
from the firſt Adam. And as 
the Relation of a Father reſults 
from the communicating a vital 


active Principle to another, in | 


that kind of Life like his own : 
ſo-God by making us Partakers 
of 4 DivineNature,of his Life and 
Image, 1s ſtiled our Father :, Of 


Jaw,1, 18. bis own Will begat he ws, with the 
| ks Word 
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Ward of Truth. And we are 


ſaid, to be born again, not of cor- 1 Pet. 11, 
25» 


ruptible Seed, but incorruptible, 
by the, ord of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. . By the 
Divine Influence, the Word of 
God implants in them ſuch Qua» 
lities and Diſpolitions whereby 
they reſemble God, are holy, as 
he # holy, in all manner of Con- 
verſation. They are called god- 
ly, as they are like him 1n their 
Minds, Aﬀettions and Attions. 
And to ſuch God has the Heart 
and Eye of a Father, to regard 
and . relieve them ia all their 
Exigencies. Like 44 4 Father 
pities his Children, ſo the Lord 
pities them that ſerve him. 

We are alſo the Children of 


| God by Adoption. . This hea- 


venly Privilege is obtained for 
us by the meritorious Sufferings 
of Chriſt, and is founded in our 
Union with him. God ſent his 


B 4 Son, 


Pſal.103. 
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Son, that he might redeers thene 


that were #nder the Law, that they 


might recerve the Adoption of Sons. 
For his fake we are not-'only 
pardoned, but preferr'd to this 
Heavenly Dignity. *Tis wor- 
thy 'of Obſervation, that the 
Degrees of our Redemption 
Mentioned in Scripture, have 
ahnex'd to them parallel degrees 
of our Adoption. Thus when 


tis ſaid, We are redeemed fron 


the Curſe of the Law, "tis added, 


That we might receive the Adop+ 


tion of Sons. When *tis ſaid, 
We are freed from the ſervile Spi- 
rit of the Law, it follows, We 


Rom.8.15. have received the Spirit of Adop» 


tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fu» 
ther. And'the Apoſtle tells us, 
That the redemption of our Bo- 
dies from the bondage of Corrups 


rron, into the gloriows Liberty of 


the Sons of Gol, is onr Anopti- 
#n, that 15 the ny 
(0) 
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of -it 'before all the World. 
, Out Adoption is founded in 
our Union with Chrift. A Mern- 
berof'Chrift, atd a Son of God 
are the: ſame : ?Tis therefore 
faid,. 3 any us rtverued him, ro Jon 1:12. 
thts gwor he Power, or Privis 
lege; ::o broome the Sons of Goth, 
even td then that believe on his 
Name. And ye art all the Soys Gt 4.8. 
of Gold; by Faith in Jeſme Chriſt. 
This-'is the vital Band of out 
Union with Chriſt, and inveſts 
us with his Relativn to God. 
When he was toleave theWorld, 
he ſends this comfortable Meb- 
ſage to his Diſciples; Go, cell Joh-2c.17 
»y Brethren, I «ſcend to my Fa- 
they and your Father, to my God 
and your God, His Relation 
has the precedence in Order, 
Dignity and Caufality. He is 
—_ bo — ina fenſe _ Rom. 8. 3: 
nitely high and proper to him- 
ſelf; To which of the Angels _ Heb. I. 5, 
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Heb. 3- 


he at any time, Thou art my Son, 


to day have I begotten thee ? The 
ſublimeſt Prophet breaks. forth 


with Wonder, Who ſball declare 


his Generation ? *Tis above our 
Capacity and Conceptiop... It 
becomes us toacquieſcein what 
the Scripture reveals. .. He is 
the eternal. Word and Wiſdom 
of God, the Brightneſs of bis Fa- 
#her's Glory. - This is the. moſt 
fit Compariſon : for as Light is 
productive of Light without a- 
ny diminution ; ſo the.Eternal 
Father communicated his Elſ- 
ſence to the Son. In ſhort, God 
is Chriſt's Father by Nature, 
and God by Diſpenſation; he 


15 ourGod as the Author of Na- 
ture, and. our Father by. Adop- 


£cion. ſ Zh 8 
Before I proceed, it -is fit to 
obſerve the Excellence, of the 


Evangelical Adoptionabove the . 
. Civil Adoption among Men. 


(1.) Adop- 


act mm a A. #w<.. 
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_ -(1Y Adoption is a legal A& 
in imitation of Nature, for the 
Comfort of thoſe who are with» 
out[/Children. But God had a 
Son, the Heir of his Love and 
Glory. His adopting Love is 
heightned by conſidering -our 
Meanneſs and Vileneſs : we are 
but-a little breathing Duſt, 
worthleſs Rebels. The Apo: 
ftle cries out-ina rapture of Ad. 
miration and Joy, Behold what 
manxer of Love the Father hath 
beftowed upon us, that we ſhoald 
be called the Sons of God ! Tf we 
conſider - the nataral- Diſtance 
between God and: us, as he is 
the Creator, and-we are the 
Works-of his Hands, *tis truly 
infinite; but the moral Diſtance 
between the holy righteous God 
and the. guilty polluted Crea- 
it 


than infinite : Love inconcei- 
vable!. That releaſes us-from 


Bon- 


- " 


were poſſible,more 
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Bondage, and adopts us into the 
Line of Heaven. If weadmire 
aty thing of rhis World in com- 
pariſon of it, *tis a ſign we have 
no/ſhare in this Privilege '- 
(2.) Civil Adoption convey 
no Praiſe-worthy Qualities into 
the Perfori that 1s adopted; A 
King may adopt one to be ' his 
Son, and'ithe-Heir of his King- 
dom, but icannot endow- him 
with a Royalty of Spirit, - with 
tuling. Wiſdom, with Juſtice 
and . Equity  Clemeney and 
Bounty, with Magnanimity and 
Fortitude; thatmay qualify him 
to manage 'the- Scepter. The | t| 
adopred Prince'may beof a low | it 
fordid Diſpoſition, a Slave to | tl 
his vike Luſts; and deſigning to | n 
enflave others. / Burt all-rhe a« | P 
dopted Sons of God are: divine» | |: 
Iy renewed; they are' purified | 7 
from defilingy & debafing Luſts, - | e 
and are adotn'd with all the | 1; 
| Graces 
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Graces of tlie Spirit; that God 


med to call them Brethrevy. Now 


Intereſt of God in the Saints, 
there is- a ſure Foundatian' of 
their Truft in bis faving Mer- 
cy. David addrefits himſelf to 
God for his preſervation from 


ſave me : As if his miſcarrying 
would bea Loſs to God, whohad 
{o dear a Propriety in him. | 


I.'come now to the fecond 
thing:that encourages the prays 
ing Faith of the Saints when 


mend- their Souls to him, His 
PerfeCQtions joined with his'Re. 
_— His Love p__ his 

th engages, and his Power 
enables him to bring them-(afe+ 
ly-ta Heaven. Os, 

i. His 


from this ſpecial Relation and 


they leave the World, to come - 


—_ 


is ot aſbeamed tobe called their "> 
God and Father, nor Chriſt afſhs- Heb. 2. 


imminent Danger, 1 am thine, ** 119: 
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| 1, His Love. This is the 

righteft Ray of the Deity, the 

and cleareft Notion'we 

have of God. St. John'tells us, 

God is Love. His Love cannor 

be fully exprefs'd by the deareſt 

Relations and AﬀeCtions in Na- 

ture. TheRelation of Pareats, 

as *tis moſt deeply implanted in 

Nature, fo it implies the moſt. 

Bo cordial, ſtrong and tender Af- 

feftion. Butas God is-infinite- 

ly greater and better than earth- 

ly arents ; ſo he equally excels 

_ them, as in his Abilities, ſo in 

his good Will to his Children. 

Our Saviour direQs us, Call no 

Man Father upon Earth,. for one 

&s your Father, which «in Hea- | 11 

vez : The Title and Love ofa | a 

Father is peculiar to him. - Our | h 

Saviour argues, If you that are || 6, 

evil, know how to give good things | th 

#0 your Children, how much more || at 

ſhall your heavenly Father to - fa 

c by that 
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e | that ak him? The Inference is 
e | ſtrong, not only fromthe Di- 
e | vine Authority of the Speaker, 
, | but from the native Perſpicuity 
x: | of the Things : - for the Love 
t | of an' earthly Father is but an 
2- | Infuſion into his Breaſt from the 
s, | heavenly Father, and buta faint 
n | reſemblance of his Love. The 
{ | Love of a Mother is-more ten» 
f- | der and endearing than of a Fa- 
e- {| ther: Even a fearful Hen will 
h- | fly upon Death, to preſerve its 
els |. tender Brood from the Devour- 
in | er: Yet the Love of God to his 
n. | Children far excels it. Caz 4 
no | Woman forget her ſucking Child? 
me | What Heart, what Marble is 
2a- | in her Breaſt ſo incompaſſionate 
fa | and unrelenting, as to neglect 
Jur | her helpleſs Tafant ? She may, 
are | but, ſaith God; Iwill never forget 
pes | thee.TheSeraphims,thoſe bright 
zore | and unperiſhing Flames, are but 
boſe | faint and cold, in — 
(® 
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of God's Love to his Children. 
 ?*Tis obſervable how the 

Love of God to them expreſ- 

ſes it ſelf in all the Notions of 
Propriety and Preciouſnefs, to 

make it more ſenſible to us. 

Exod. 19. They are ſtiled his Treaſure, his 
Mal. 3 Jewels, the moſt precious part 
zech.y. 16 of his Treaſure, the Femels of 
his Crown, that are the richeſt 
Jewels. Now will be throw «- 

way his Treafure, or ſuffer the 

cruel Enemy ta rob him of his 
ewels? Will henot take them 

into his ſafe Cuſtody ? *Tis to 

be abſerved, that the Eſteem 

and Aﬀetion of God principal- 

ly reſpeRts the Souls of his Chil- 

ren : Their Souls have an orr- 

ginal Affinity with him 1n their 
Subſtance as Spirits: and being 

born agein of the Spirit, they 

are Spirit in their Divine Qua» 

lities & Endowments, and more 


endcar'd to him than by their | 
firſt 
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firſt Alliance. His tender Care to 
preſerye them, will be correſpon- 
dent to his Valuation and Love. 

Moreover, the Condition 
of - departing Souls affords ano- 
ther Argument of reliance up- 
on As. Love ; for they leave 
this viſible World, with all their 
Supports and Comforts ; they 
are {tripp'd of all ſenſible Secu- 
rities: And will he leave them 
fatherleſs in ſuch a forlorn and 
defolate State ? His Love is ex- 
preſs'd by Mercy, Compaſſion, 
Pity, meltfng Aﬀections, that 
are moſt tenderly moved when 


. the beloved ObjeQ is in Diſtreſs. 
| Our Saviour propounds an Ar- - 


gument for dependance upon 
the delivering Love of God, 
from the Exigence of his Peo- 
ple; Shall not God deliver his own 
Elef, the Deſignation of Love, 
who cry day and night to him? He 
will do it pedal. Love is ne- 

ver 
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Ia. 57. 


ver more ardent and ative than 


in times of Diftreſs. Therefore 
when his dying Children. are 
deprived of all their Hopes and 
dependance upon Creatures, and 
fly to him for ProteQtion and Re- 
lief, will he not hear their 
mournful Requeſts, and grant 
their fainting Deſires? When 
their earthly Tabernacles are ſo 
ruinous, that they are forc'd to 
diſlodg, will the Love of a Hea- 
venly Father ſuffer their naked 
Souls to wander in che vu Re- 
gions of the other World, ſeeking 
Reſt, and finding none? Certain- 
Iy he will bring them into his 
reviving Preſence. If Divine 
Love be fo condeſcending, that 
the high and lofty One that inha- 
bits Eternity, dwells with the hum- 
ble and contrite Spirit, tO revive 
the Spirit of the Humble, when 
they are confin'd to our lowly 
Earth, we may be aſlur'd, __— 

tnat 
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that Spirit ſhall be deveſted of 
Fleſh,he will bring it to Heaven 
the Temple of his Glory, to be 
with him for ever. *Tis great- 
er Love for a King to lay a- 
fide his State, and dwell in a 
mean Cottage with his Favou- 
rite, than to receive him into 
his Palace, and communicate to 
him of his rich Abundance. 
"Tis another moſt comfortable 
Conſideration, that the Love of 


'God is unvariable towards his 
- Children : His Love is the ſole 


moving Cauſe of our filial Re- 
lation to him : Of his own Will 


James, 


he begas us by the Word of Trath. - 


Principle of his &leQting any ro 


His Soveraign 0 Love wasthe 
ing his Chil- 


the Dignity of , 


dren: This Loye/jis as unchange- 


able as free ; /and EleQion that” 
proceeds from it,is as uncHfanges 
able as his Love. - What can 10+ 
duce bim'to alter his AﬀeQtion 
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towards them ? For {uch is the 


perfection of his Knowledg, that 


-he can never be ſurprized- by a 


fudden new Event, that may 
cauſe a change in his Mind and 
Will. He foreſaw all the Sins 
of his People, with their provo- 
king Aggravations. Now if the 
foreſight of them did not hinder 
his eleting Love in its rife, can 


' they fruſtrate its end, the bring- 


ing of thera to Glory ? 

Beſides, ' we may argue from 
what his Love has done for his 
Children, to what he will do: 
He has given his Son and Spirit 
to them, the ſureſt Signs of his 
Love, if we conſider the unva- 
luable Excellence of the Gifts, 
and the Deſign of the Giver. 

The Son of God is the moſt ex- 
cellent Gift of his Love, as un- 
deſerved, as he was undeſired : 
And from hence the Apoſtle ar- 
oues, He that gave his Son for 

# 
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w all, how much more will he with 
hins give ws all things ? Bleſſed 
God?! What richer Evidence, 
and more convincing Demon- 
ſtration can there be of thy 
Love ? Will he not with himgive 
2 all things ? The Inference is 
dire& and concluſive, with re- 
ſpeX to temporal and eternal 
Things. He will give to his 
Children in the preſent World, 
whatever his Wiſdom, in con- 
juntion with his Love, ſees 
good for them. To illiftrate 
this by a low and familiar In- 
ſtance; If a Mother beſtows 
upon her Daughter rich Jewels 
for her Marriage-Ornaments, 
will ſhe deny her Pins to dreſs 
her? And we may as Tow. 
argue, that with his Son he will 
give us-eternal Bleſſings. Will 
he give us the Tree of Life, and 
not permit us to eat of the Fruit 
of it,? What was the deſign of 

C3 his 
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his Counſel and Compaſhon, in 
iving his Son to be a Sacrifice 
or us, but to reſtore us to his 
Favour ? The Apoſtle reaſons 
ſtrongly, If -when we were Ene- 
miles, we were reconciled to God 
by the Death of his Son, much 
more being reconciled, we ſhall be 
ſaved by his Life. He has paid 
our Ranſom, and revers'd the 
Sentence of Condemnation a- 
gainſt us ;- and it invincibly fol- 


lows, he can more eaſily accom- 


pliſh our Happineſs in Heayen. 
If Love juſtify a Sinner, it will 
glorify a Saint, 
And as the Gift of the Son, 
ſo the moſt precious Gift of the 
Spirit to God's Children, to 
make them holy and heavenly, 
is the moſt certain ſign of his 
Love to them, The Apoſtle 
in the fulleſt expreſſion ſpeaks 
of it; God who is rich in Mercy, 
for his greas Love wherewith he 
has 
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has loved us, even when we were 
dead in Sins, quickned us together 


with Chriſt : By Grace ye are ſa- © 


ved. Sandification is the effe&t 
of rich Mercy, great Love, and 
ſaving Grace. "The Children of 


God are ſeal'd by the Holy Spi- 


rit to the Day of Redemprion : 
that Seal diſtinguiſhes them 
from the obſtinate and polluted 
World, and ratifies the convey- 
ance Of eternal Life to them. 
The Spirit is ſtiled the Earneſt 


. | of the Inheritance. His dwelling 


in the Saints by his ſanCtifying 
and comforting Operations, is 
an Earneſt of their dwelling 
with God in his Sanctuary a- 
bove. From hence the Apoſtle 


propounds a ſtrong Argument - 


to aſſure the Saints, upon their 


leaving this World, of their re- 
ception into Heaven ; Now he- 


that hath wrought us for the ſelf- 
ſame thing, #« God ; and the 
C 4 Al- 
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Almighty always obtains his 
End : who hath alſo given us the 
zarneſt of his Spirit. - Holineſs 
15the Morning-Star of the great 
Day ; Grace is the Preparative 
and Aſſurance of Glory : For al. 
tho the Saints are in themſelves 
mutable, and while there re- 
mains Corruption within, and 
a tempting World without, are 
liable to Bling away, yet the 
free and powerful Love of God 
that revived them when dead, 
will preſerve them living ; that 
which raiſed them from- the 
Grave, will prevent their relap- 
ſing into it. The Gifts of God - 
are without Repentance. How 
triumphantly does the Apoſtle 
expreſs his Confidence, Who ſhall 
ſeparate us from the Love of God? 
Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreff, or 
Perſecution, or Famine,cr Naked- 
neſs, or Peril, or Sword ? Theſe 


are the moſt powerful Terrors 


that | 
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that the perverſe World, in com- 
bination with - the Devil, can 
make uſe of to conſtrain us to 
deſert the Service of God ; but 
they are vain, Nay, is all theſe 
things we are more than Conque- 
rors, through him-that loved us: 
For I am perſwaded, that neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
Principalities, nor Powers, wor 
Things preſent, nor Things to 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, 
nor any other Creature,: ſhall be 
able to ſeparate us from the Love 
of God, that is in Chriſt Feſus 
our Lord. This bleſſed Afſſu- 
rance of the Apoſtle is not rais'd 
from his extraordinary Privile- 
ges,. not from the apparition of 
Angels to him, nor his rapture 
to Paradiſe, nor ſpecial Revela- 
tions, but from the Love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, that 
everlaſtingly embraces all his 
Children. Briefly, in that - 

as 
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has given his Son to die for us, 
and his Spirit to live in us, his 
Son to purchaſe and prepare 


Heaven for us, his Spirit to pre- 


pare us for Heaven, a dyin 
Saint may with bleſſed Tran- 
quillity commend his Soul into 
God's Hands, - 

I have more particularly con- 
ſidered the Fatherly Love of 
God, what a {trong Security it 
affords to his Children, that he 
will never leave them, in that 
no Point requires and deſerves 
more Confirmation, and weight 
of Argument to preſs it down 
into our diſtruſtful Hearts. 

2. The Divine Truth affords 
a ſtrong Security to the Children 
of God, to commend their Souls 
tohim at laſt, Truth is an At- 
tribute as cflential and: dear to 
God as any of his PerfeCtions, 
And in the Accompliſhment of 
our Salyation, he ordered all 
7 things 
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things becoming-ro his Wiſs 
dom,that isfor the illuſtration of 
all his principal Attributes, and 
accordingly deſign'd the Glory 
of his Truth equally with the 
Honour of his Mercy. Thus he 


. declares to his choſen People, 


K now therefore that the Lord thy Deut. 7. 9; 


God, he is God, the faithful God, 
which keepeth Covenant and Mer- 
cy, with them that love him, and 
keep his Commandments. The 
Attribute that is ſet next to the 
Deity, as moſt ſacred, is the 
Faithful God ; and that further 
expreſs'd, keeping Covenant and 
Mercy ; tor he delights in ful- 
filling his Promiſes, as in the 
freeſt Adts of Mercy. The 
Pſalmiſt breaks forth with the 
affeQtionate Praiſes of theſe At- 


tributes, I will worſhip towards Plal.139.3 


thy holy Temple, and praiſe thy 
Name for thy loving Kjnadneſs 
and thy Truth: for thou haſt mag- 

pified 
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nified thy Word above all thy 
Name. His Word here imme- 
diately ſignifies his Promiſe, that 
hasits riſe from his loving Kind- 
neſs, and its performance from 
his Truth.. This he magnifies 
both with reſpeCt to the matter 
of his Promiſes that are exceed- 
1ng great and precious, and the 
fulfilling them above all that 
we can ask or think. God can- 
not repent or lie; his Counſels 
are unretraQtable, from the Im- 
mutability of his Nature ;- his 


Promiſes are infallible, from his 


Jer.31.35- 


Fidelity : they are as unchange- 
able as the Sun and Stars in their 
appointed Courſes ; nay, more 
{tablethan the Centre: for Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
but not a tittle of his Promiſes, 
and our Hopes be unfulfilled. If 
the Frame of Nature were diſ- 
ſolved, it would be no loſs to 
God, who is glorious and bleſſed 
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in his,own PerfeCtions : but if 
his Promiſes fail, the Honour of 
his Truth would be impair'd 
and blemiſh'd, The Pſalmiſt 
ſaith, Thoſe that know thy Name, 
will truſt in thee: Thoſe who 
know the Creature, us Levity, 
Mutability and Mortality, wall 
be diſcourag'd from truſting in 
it ; but thoſe who know the e- 
ternal Conſtancy of God in his 
Nature and Promiſes, will ſc- 
curely rely upon him. 

Now the Promiles, the Decla- 
rations of God's Love, without 
which we cannot haveany ſolid 
and ſuſtaining Hope wq our 
Death, aſſure us of God's revei- 
ving the ſeparate Spirits of hi 
Children. There wasa conſtant 
clearneſs, tho not in that degree 
of Light as ſincethe appearance 
of Chriſt, of the Happineſs of 


the departed Saints. Dying Ja-. 


cob breaks forth with a lively 
ron; 
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Gen. 49. Hope, O Lord, T have wazted for 


18, 


thy Salvation. Fob lays, Tho he 
kill me, yet will I truſt in him ; 
that is, for his Almighty Mercy 
in the next State. The Pſal- 
miſt expreſſes his Confidence, 


Plal.73-24 Thou wilt guide me by thy Coun- 


ſel, and receive me into thy Glory. 
After the ſafe conduQting him 
through a-World of Troubles 
and Temptations, he would 
bring him to Heaven, a Place 
of equal Purity and Glory. Da- 
vid when he was in preſſing Pe- 


Pal.31. 5. ril, addrefles to God, Into thy 


Hands I commend my Spirit, to 
be preſerved as a precious De- 

ſitum ; thow haſt redeemed me, 
O Lord God of Truth. His Af- 
ſurance is built on God's Right 
and Title to him, Thou haſt re- 
deemed me, and his everlaſting 


Fidelity. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 


2 Cor... With full afſurance, We know 


that if' owr earthly Honſe of this 


aber - 
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T abernacle be diſſobved, we have a 


Building of God eternal in the 


Heavens. And, we are confident, 
T ſay, rather tobe abſent from the 
Body, and preſent with the Lord. 
St. Peter encourages Chriſtians 
when ſurrounded with Death, 


fo commit their Souls to him : " Pet-4.1- 


Wherefore let them that ſuffer ac- 
cording to the Will of God, com- 
mit the keeping of their Souls to 
him in wel-doing, as unto a faith- 
ful Creator. He encourageth 
them to encounter Death 1n its 
moſt formidable Pomp, by con- 
ſidering their Souls ſhall be ſafe 
for ever, upon the account of 
God's Right and Intereſt in 
them, and his Fidelity : he bas 
an original Right in them by 
the firſt Creation, as they are 
intelleQtual immortal Spirits in 
their Nature, but a' nearer and 
more eſpecial Right by a new 
and nobler Creation, as they are 
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renewed Spirits, made like to 
him in his Holineſs, the -moſt 
Divine PerfeQtion. The Rela- 
tion of Creator implies his.om- 
nipotent Love, and the Attri- 
bute of Faithful, his eternal 
Love declar'd .in his Promiſes. 
There can never be the leaſt 
cauſe to charge him with Inſin- 
cerity or Inconſtancy. The 
Favour of God is round about the 
Righteous as a Shield : And bis 
Faithfulneſs is round about him, 
that he is always ready to per- 
form his From tothem. They 
may ſafely truſt the worth of 
their Souls, and the weight of 
Eternity with him, who has 
ſaid, he will never leave them, 

nor forſake them. | 
Beſides, the Promiſe of a Re- 
ward to the obedient Children 
of God, is ſecur'd not only by 
his Fidelity, but the declar'd 
Equity of his A 
is 
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his final Judgment. *Tis a Res 
gality inveſted in the Crown of 


- Heaven to diſpenſe Rewards : 
Whoever comes to God, muſt be-Heb.11. 64 


lieve that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek him. His Being and rewar- 
ding Bounty are the Foundati- 
ans of Religion. *Tis.true, fuch 
is the Diſtance between God 
and the Creature, and the eter- 
nal Obligations of it to God, 
that it can challenge nothing 
from God, as due to its Merir; 
Juſtice unqualified with Bounty 
and Clemency, owes nothing to 
the moſt excellent Obedience of 
the Creature,tho innocent. But 
fince the Fall, our beſt Works 
are defeQtive and defiled, and 
want Pardon ; and our heavieſt 


Sufferings are but light in the 
Ballance, againſt the exceeding 


Weight of Glory. But the Apo- 
le tells the Theflalonians, I; i 
D A 
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4 righteous thing with God to ve- 
compenſe Tribulation to them who 
trouble you : and to you who are 
troubled, reſt with w. Conſider 
them in the Compariſon ; *Fis 
becoming his governing Juſtice 
to puniſh the unrighteous Per- 
ſecutors, and reward his faith- 
ful Seryants who ſuffer for his 
Glory, Now the preſent Lite 
is the Day for our Work, as our 
Saviour ſaith, I mmwſt do the Work 
of him that ſent me,while "tis cal- 
led to Day: Andat Death, the 
Spirit returns toGod that gave it, 
in order to Judgment, either fa- 
tal or favourable, according to 
the tenor of Mens good Works, 
and the deſert of their bad. The 
Promile 1s to them, who by pati- 
ent continuance in wel-doing, ſeek 
for Glory, and Honour, and Inn 
mortality, they fball obtain eter= 
nal Life. Our Saviour encoura» 
ges his ſuffering Servants, Be 

'f aith- 
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faithful to the Death, and 1 will 
give you the Crown of Life. The 
compleat Reward is reſerved to 
the great Day of univerſal Re- 
compences, when the Sons of 
God by Regeneration, ſhall be 
the Sogs of a glorious Reſurre- 
tion. But the righteous Judg 
willgive a preſent Reward ar Luke 20: 
the ead of the Day, toall that 3* 
with unfainting Perſeverance 
have perform'd his Work. Our 
Saviour tells us, that all who Mar.20. 5: 
wrought in the Vineyard, re- 
ceiv'd their Rewards rn the la# 
Hoxr of the Day: The Parallel 
4s inſtructive, that when the 
Night of Death comes, the Re- 
ward will be diſpens'd. There 
i5 a Law recorded concerning 
the paying Wages to thoſe who 
were hir'd, that it ſhould be in 
the end of the Day'; thar it 
ſhould not be detain'd all Night Deue. 54- 
with thee until the Morning. The ** 
D 2 Allu- 
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Alluſion is very congruous; that 
God will fulfil his own Law. to 
his Sons that ſerve him. Fhe 
Reward ſhall not abide. with 
him the long dark Interval,” the 
Night, wherein their Bodies 


tleep in the Grave, till the Mor- 


ning of the Reſurreftion. Our 
Saviour promiſed the dying Pe- 
nitent, To day ſhalt. thou be with 
we in Paradiſe. The End of our 


Faith is immediately attended 


with the Salvation of the Soul : 
The Labour of Faith being h- 
nifl'd,is produQtive of the beati- 
fick Viſion in theState of Light 
and Glory. The Sum 1s, That the 
Children of God, who have'by 
conſtant Converſation ſincerely 
endeavoured to pleaſe and glo- 
rify him, may with an entire 
Reſignation commit their Souls : 
to his Hands, as if an Angel 
were ſentfrom Heaven to them 
tn their dying Agontes, m_ 
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the comfortable Meſſage, that 
rhey ſhould preſently be with 
= 4 | 


---3\-The Divine Power,in con- 
junaion with Love and Tryth, 
is the Foundation of our ſecure 
dependance upon God in our 
laſt Hours. This Conſideration 
is abſolutely neceflary for our 
ſure Truſt : For Love without 
Power 1s ineffetual, and Power 
without Love of no comfortable 
Advantage to us. 'The Apoſtle 
gives this reaſon of his chearful 
and couragious Sufferings in the 
Service of God, For I know in 
whom I have believed, and am 
perſwaded he © able to keep what I 
have committed to him, till that 
Day. His Faith reſpefted the 
Promiſes of God concerning his 
Salvation, which are infinitely 
ſure, the Divine Power being 
alſufficient to fulfil them. The 
precious Depoſitum that is com- 
| D3; mitted 
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mitted to his dear Care, he.can 
and will preſerve inviolate, The 
Father of ſincere Believers, 1s, 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
who by his Word, without the 
leaſt ftrain.of his Power, made 
the World, and preſerves. it 
from falling into  Confufion. 
*Tis the Eſſence of Faith, to aſ+ 
{ure us of God's Almighty Mer- 
Cy to all that have the true Cha» 
racters of his Children, that are 
qualified for his Salvation. Qur 
Redeemer joins the two Relati- 
ons Of our Father and owr God ; 
the gracious and the glorious 
Relation are inſeparable. Now 
the Love of. our heavenly Fa- 
ther engages the Power of. our 
God, that we ſhall want no+ 
thing to ſecure our Happiaelſs, 
that 1s within the object of Om- 

nipotence. | 
I ſhall iofiſt no further upon 
the Conſideration of the Divine 
| | Power, 
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Power, becauſe it will return 
under ſome of the following 
Heads of Diſcourſe. | 


II. The Blefſedneſs of this 
Privilege is tobe unfolded. This 
will appear by conſidering, 

Firſt, What is the Depoſi- 


rum, the Thing that is intrult- 


ed in God's Hands. 

Secondly, What is implied 
1n his receiving of it. 

In anſwer to the firſt ; *Tis 
the Soul, the more excellent and 
immortal Part of Man, that 1s 
commended to God's keeping. 

1, *'Tis our more excellent 
Partin its Natureand Capacity. 
Man is a compounded Crea- 
ture, of a Body and a Soul : the 
Body in its Original and Re- 
ſolution is Earth ; the Soul is 
of a divine Deſcent, a ſpiritual 
Subſtance, and in,the Nobility 
and PerfeQions of its Nature, 
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but 4 /:ttle lower than the Angels: 
"tis the vile Body, but the preci- 
ous Soul. 

In its Capacity it jacompara- 
bly excels the Body ; for the Bo- 
dy lives & moves 1g the low Rex 
£10n of the Senſes, that are com- 
mon with the Worms of the 
Earth ; but the Soul 1n its Un- 
derſtanding and Deſires, is capay 
ble of Communion -with the 
bleſſed God,of Grace and Glory. 
From hence it is, that the whole 
World can't make one Man hap- 
Py 3 for the Ingredients of true 
and compleat Happineſs are the 
Perfection and Satisfation of 


- the Soul. The Apoſtle tells us, 


The lefs i bleſſed of the greater. 
Can the World bring, PerfeQi- 
on to Man, that is ſo incompa+ 


_ rably ſhort of his ImperfeQion? 


Our Saviour aſſures.us, tbe Gain 
of the whole World cannot re- 
compenſe the Loſs of one Soul, 
Tt JEET . There 


ed 4 


_—— 
iF 


>a > 3 © 


my 


| ”" "bs Richard Baxter, 


-4A1L 


_— 


There is a vaſt Circuit in our 


-Deſires, and all the Lines ter- 
minate in the Centre of Blefled- | 


neſs. - 'Can the World give fin- 


ere SatisfaCtion to them ? '$9- 
-lomon who was as rich and high 


.as the World could make him, 


| hasleft aneverlaſting Teſtimo- 


ny of the Vanity of tranſient 
Things, from his experimental 
Obſervation, and the Dire&ion 
of the Holy Spirit : So he be- 


gins and ends'his Sermon, V4- Ms 2 
I, & 12,% 


nity of Vanities, all is Vanity ; 10 
vain and vexing, that we ſhall 
not only be weary of them, but 


of this Life, wherein we uſe Ecel.1.17. 


them. Can the Creature make 
us happy, when their Empti- 
neſs, and Anguiſh annex'd to it, 
makes our” Lives miſerable ? 


The World cannot ſatisfy our 


narrow Senſes : The Eye i not 
ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the Ear 
with hearing, much leſs the infi- 
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nite Deſires of our ſupreme Fa- 
culties. Thoſe who are now in- 
chanted with its Alluremeats, 
_ within a little while will fee 
through its falſe Colours. As 
when one awakes, all the plea- 
fant Scenes of Fancy in his 
Dream vaniſh ; ſo when the 
Soul is awakened in the End of 
Liſe, the World and the Luſts 
thereof paſs away, and the re- 
membrance of them. + __ 
I ſhall add further ; What 

- Clearer Evidence-can we have of 
the worth of the Soul, than from 
God's Eſteem, the Creator of it? 
Now when God foreſaw the 
Revolture of our firſt Parent, 
that brought him under a dou- 
ble Death 1a one Sentence, tem- 
poral and eterna], and thar all 
Mankind was deſperately loft 
in him, thea his moan 
 Counſels were concerning his 
Recoyery ; His Love and Wiſ+ 


dom 
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dom accorded to contrive the: 
Means: to accompliſh our Re- 
demption, by the Death of his 
incarnate Son': We are not re- 
deemed with Sitver and Gold, but 
with the precious Blood of Chriſt, 


r Pet. 13 


as 4 Lamb without ſpot and ble- 
miſh.. ' Of what value is a Soul | 


'1n God's account,that he bought 


with his own Son's Blood, the 
moſt facred Treaſure of Hea- 
ven:? We may ſay for the Ho- 


nour.of our Redeemer and our Oanima! 
own, . that which the Angels ©7'5* © 


cannot, we. were ſo val by'as. in 


God himfelf, rhat his Son be-PlAl103- 


came Man, . and. died on the 
Crofs for the Salvation of our 
Souls. HE ſhall only mention a- 


nother: Evidence and Effe& of 


God's valuation of our Souls, 
that is, the eternal Weight of 
Glory, which. exceeds all the 
'lioughts of. our Minds, and 


Deſires of our Hearts, Whar- 


are 


— 
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are all the Kingdoms and: Plea- 
ſures of the: World, in compa- 
raiſon of that. Bleſſedneſs God 


| has prepar'd for :thoſe who lang 


hims ?. Now:the:Soul that 1s 1n- 
eſtimably \preciaus, and ſhould: 
be. moſt dear to-us, 1s ſecured 
from Danger, when received by 
God's Hands. . wh 

2+. The Soul is our immortal 


Pare. The Body is compounded 


of jarring Principles, frail.and 
mortal : A Caſualty or Sickneſs 


_ diſſolves the vital Union, . and 


it falls to the Duſt. But the 


Soul is a Spirit by Nature, and. 


immortal by: its inherent Pro- 
perty. Its ſpiritual Operations 
perform'd without the miniſtry 
of the Senſes, (the Eye of the 


- Mindcontemplates its Objets, 


when the Eyes of the Body are 
clos'd) demonſtrate .its ſpiritual 
Nature : for the) Being: is'the. 
Root of its working, and conſe- 

FE. quently 
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quently that it exiſts indepeni- 
dently -upon the Body : But of 
this we- have the cleareſt aſſu- 
rance in the Scripture. This is 
another demonſtration thaf pre- 
ſent Things cannot make us 
happy, for they forſake us the 
firſt ttep we take into the next 
World, and then the Soul enters 
into Happineſs or Miſery equal- 
ly eternal. The: Immortality 


of the Sou], and the Immutabt- - 


lity of its State, are'inſeparable 
then; for the preſeat Lite is the 
time of our Work, the next is 
of Recompences according to 
our Works. If we die in the 
Lord,.the:Conſequence is infal- 
lible, we ſhall live with him for 
ever; If we die in our Sins, we 
ſhall not be received by his 
merciful Hands, - but fall into 


his bottomleſs Diſpleaſure. And * 


of -what concernment_ is it to 
have our Souls with God 1n that 
; infinits 


A Fable tal Servien we 


infinite and incomprehenſible 
Duration? Ali the Meaſures of 
Time, Daysand Weeks, Months 
and Years, and Ages, are ſwal- 
low'd upin that invifibleDeptk, 
as the Rivers that -pour anto 
the Sea, are fwallowed up 
without any overflowing of 
its Waters. The Dove that 
Nosh let out of the Ark, as a 
Spy to diſcover whether the 
Deluge was abated, found not 
a Place torefton; bur after ma. 
ny Circuits in the Air, it re- 
eurned to the Ark. If our 
Thoughtstake wing, and mul- 
tiply Millions of Millions of 
-Ages, we cannot reſt 'in any 
Computation, for there remains 
after all anentire innumerable 
Eternity. 

Secondly, T will conſider more 
particularly what 5 contained 
12 this blefſed Privilege : The 
reception of the Soul into-God's 

Hands, 


as Wi Ld A 15: t© 2 wm © kg Kio ty @ os TÞuc4 on 


' 26G: Richard Baxter. 


47 


Hands, implies three things. 
1. Entire Safety. 
2, Heavenly Felicity, 
3. *Tisa certain Pledg of the 


reviving of the Body, and its- 


reunion with the Soul in the 
State of Glory. 

1, Entire Safety. After Death 
the ſeparate Soul of a true Belie- 
ver immediately paſſes through 
the airy and Ethereal Regions 
to the higheſt Heaven,the 'Tem= 
ple of God, the native Seat and 
Element of blefled Spirits. The 
Air is poſſeſs'd by Satan with 
his Confederate Army, who are 


. Rebels to God, and Enemies to 


the Souls of Men : he is ſtiled 


the Prince of the Power of the Ephel. 2 


Air : He often raiſes Storms 
and Tempeſts, diſcharges Thun- 
der and Lightning, the woful 
Effet of which are felt in the 
lower World. The Numbers, 
the Strength, and the Malice as 

the 


— 
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Mark 5. 


the evil Angels to the Souls of 


Men,render them very terrjble: 


We may conjecture at their 
Number, from what is felated 
in the Goſpel, that- a Legion 
poſſeſs'd i one Man, They are . 
ſaperiour Spirits to Man,- and 
tho ſtripp'd of their moral Ex- 
cellencies, Holineſs, Goodnefs 
and Truth, yet retain their na- 
tural Power at leaſt in great de- 
grees. . Their Malice 1s - un- 
quenchable. *Tis. ſaid, of the 
Devil,” He goes about like a roar- 
ing Lion, {ecking whom he may de- 
vour.. All the Joy thole ma- 
Lgnant Spirits are capable of, is 
the involving the Souls of Men 


..,1n their deſperate Calamity. 
 Andtho they know their oppo- 


fing God will increaſe their 
Guilt and Torment, yet their 
Diligence is equal to their Ma- 
lice, to ſeduce, pervert and ruin 


Souls for ever. Now when the 


Saints 


Ir 
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unts die, all the Powers of 
neſs would,if poſſible, hin- 
der the aſcenſion of their Souls 
toGod, What David complains 
of his cruel Enemies, is appli- 
cable' in this caſe, Their Souls 
are among Lions ; and if deſti- 
ture of divine Preſervation, the 
Da would be the ſame; as 
if a little Flock of Lambs were 
to encounter with a great num- 


 berof fierce Lions, or fiery Dra- 
Ss. [Anger ſets an edg upon ' 


ower, and makes a Combarant 


but of _ Strength ro over- 
come. How dangerous then 
would the Condition be of na- 


ked Souls, oppos'd by over- 


- matching Enenues, armed with 


inſt chem? How eafily 


would they hurry them to rbe 


Abyſs, the Den of Dragons, the 
_ —_ loft _ are 4 
curdto the Day of Judgment: 
But all the Poteatates of Hell 
ago. are 


CE ———_ 
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are infinitely inferiour to God : 
they are reſtrain'd and tortur'd 
by the Chains of his powerful 
Juſtice: a Legion ofthenicould 
not enter into the Swine with- 
out his permiſſion, much leſs 
can they touch: the Apple of bi 
Eye. That black Prince with 
all his infernal Hoſt cannot n+ 
tercept one naked Soul from ar- 
rivang at theKingdom of Glory; 
Our Saviour aſſures us, None is 
able-to pluck them out of his 'Fa- 
ther's Hands. [The Lord Chriſt 
our Head and Leader,. having 
vanqui{h'd in Ins laſt Battel on 
the Croſs, Principalities' and 
Powers, made his triumpliant 


Aſcenſion to Glory : Thus his 


Members having overcome 


their ſpiritual-Enemies, ſhall by 
the ſame Almighty Power 'be 


carried through the Dominions 
of Satan, : #7 the fight of their E- 


'nemies, (tormented with the re- 
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membrance of their loft Happi« 
nefs; and Envy that humage 
Souls ſhould partake of it) to 
the'Place of God's glorious Re- 
fidence. P29 4-3] 

I ſhall alſo obſerve, that as: 
the Lord'is a God:of Power, {0 
he is a God of Order, and uſes 
ſubordinate Means for the ac- 
compliſhment of his Will. Our 


Saviour has 'reveaPd, that the- 


Angels tranſport 'the ſeparate 
Souls'of rhe Righteous to'Hea- 
ven: 'Thoſe glorious: Spirits, 
whoalways behold'the Face of 
God, ſuch is their exatt Obedi- 


ence'to him, and perfe&t Love: 
to his Children, that they dil- 
dain not to protect his little ones | 


1n this open State. They rejoice Mat.18.10 


at the. Converſion of Sinners, at 


their firſt entrance into the Way. 


of Life, aad with:tender watch- 


fulneſs encompals' them here, . 


never: withdrawing their pro- 
A Es tetiog 
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' $eQting Preſence, till they bring 


them to their celeſtial Country, 
and refign their Charge tothe 
departed Saints, when canvey'd 
through Satan's Territories by 
the Royal Guard of Angels that 
excel in ſtrength ? | 
2.' Heavenly Felicity. 'Fhe 
recewing of holy Souls into. 
God's Hands, is introduttive. 
1nto his Preſence, which is both 
+ SanQuary to fecure us from. 
all Evil, and a Store-houſe tor 
furniſh us with all that is good. 
Fhe Lord i a Sun and a Shield : 
heisto inteHettual Beings, what 
the Sun is toſenfitive, commu- 
nicates:Light and Life, and Joy 
tothem. Iu his Preſence is fab- 


Pal.z 6,11 nefs of Foy, at his right Hand 


axe Rivers of. Pleafure for ever. 
All that is evitand affiiting, is 
aboliſh'd : all that is deſirable, 
is conferr'd upon his —_— 
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A glimpſe or refletted Ray of 
his 'reconciled and' favoutable 
Countenance, even in this Tow- 
- he _— ON the Hearts 

his Children a Joy anſpeaki- 
ble and glorious: 2 te Tf he 
Divine Goodneſs here, cauſes a 


diſreliſh of all thecarnalSweets, 


the dreggy Delights which n4- 
tural Men fo- pgreedily defite. 
And if the faitit Dawn be ſo te- 
viving and comfortable, what is 
the Brightneſs af the full Day ? 
None can underſtand the Hap- 
pineſs that reſults from the full 
and eternal ſight of God's Face, 
and the fruition of his Loye, but 
thoſe who enjoy the Preſence of 
God in perfe&1on. His Good- 
nef$ is truly infinite ; the more 
the Saints above know it, and 
enjoy it, the more they Lay 


it, and delight in it. com- 
[ Brave communicative Love - 


fatifie the immenſe Defſites of 


E 3 that 
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we ſhall. reſt 


Yeoant of FRY: was made with 


that innumerable Company of 


_ bleſſed Spivits.that are before his 
"Throne; there is 0 Envy,..no 


" Avarice, no. Ambition in-that 
_ Kingdom, where God alin all. 


he Divine Preſence is an e- 


'ver-flowing Fountain of Felici- 
; 12 The continual refleion 


on.this, makes Heaven to be 


Heaven to. the Bleſſed : their 
Security 15. as; yaluable as their 
THY jſhep. are 'above. all 


danger of loſing it. , Methinks 
the belicf of-. 5 ſhould. cauſe 
US, A9.1t, were: with Wings of 
Fire, with moſt ardent Dehires 
to fly to the;Boſom of God, the 
alone Tp 4cs our Souls, where 
rever. -, 

-.3+ The.receprion of the Soul 

into Heaven is a certain Pledg 


| oh the Reſurreign, of the Body, 


d its. re- urea with the'Soul 
in the State of Glory. The Co- 


the 
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the entire Perſons of Believers: 
therefore under the Law the fa- 
cred Seal of it was in their Fleſh. 
To be'the God 'of Promiſe to 
them,” implies his being a bleſ- 
{ed Rewarder to them. Our Sa- 
viour {ilences the Sadduces, who 
disbeliev'd the*: ReſurreCtion, 
from the tenour of God's Cove- 
nant, Þ am the God of Abraham, 
and Iſaac, end Jacob, which Ti- 
tle he was'pleafed to retain af- 


ter their Death ; Now God #« not + 


the God of the Dead, but of the 
Living. The immediate Infe- 
rence from thence is, that their 
Souls did aQtually live in Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and that their Bodies, 
tho dead to' Nature, were alive 
to'God: with reſpeQ to his Pro- 
miſe and/Power. If we conſi- 
der that the Divine Law binds 
theoutward-Man' as well asthe 
inward, and that during the 
time: of our Work: and Tral 
- 3%, E 4 here, 
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here, our Service and Sufferings 
for the Glory of God are from 
the concurrence of the Soul and 
Body, it will appear that' the 
Promiſe of the Reward belongs 
to both, and that the receiving 
of the Soul into Heaven, is an 
earneſt of our full Redemption, 
even that of the Body. *Tis 
true, there is 10 viſible Difte- 
rence between the Bodies of the 
Saints and of the Wicked here ; 
they are ſick with the ſame Dif 


eaſes, and die in the ſame man= 


ner, As 'tis with Trees indeep 


' Winter, when they are covered 


with Snow, we cannot diftia« 
guiſh which are abſolutely dead 
anddeſtin'd to the Ax and Fire, 
and which retain their Sap, and 
will be fruitful and flouriſhing 
in the returning Year: fo the 


| dead Bodies of the! Godly and 


Ungodly,| 0: external appear+ 
ance, are alike: But what avaſt 
929 7 diffe- 
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difference will be between them 
inthe next World ! The Bodies 
of the Ungodly, in conjunRion 
witt'- their Souls, ſhall be caft 
into'the Lake of Fire : the Bo- 
dies' of: the Godly reſumed b 

their Soils, ſhall enjoy a fol 
and flouriſhing Happineſs for 


eg". 


The Application. 


x. This may inform us of the 


contraty States mto which dy 
ing Perſons immediately paſs: 
The Children of God re 
their Spirits to the Hands of 
their ones Heavenly Father, 
but Rebels and Strangers to 
God, fall into the Hands of n re 
venging Judg. - Could we fes 
the attending Spirits that ſur- 


round ſick Perſons in their laſt 


Hours, what a wonderful Im- 
preffion' would it make upori 


convey 


us? AGuard of glorious Atgels 
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convey. the departed Saints. tc to 


the Boſom of God's Loye, and 
| the Kingdom of his Glory, But 


when the Wicked die, a Legion 
of Furies ſieze upon itheir ex- 
peRted Prey, and hurry them to 
the infernal Priſon, from whence 
there is no redemption. . 
How many Rebels and open 
Enemies to God are in the Pale 
of the Chriſtian Church? They 
will loudly repeat, Our \Pather 
which art a om, _— 
Sanding « eimpudent and pal- 
pable Atheiſm of their divas: ; 
they live as if they were inde- 
pendent, and not accountable 
ro him who will judg the World 
without may" of Perſons, i The 
Commands are, 
the Comet of them, is-more 
vilible. Our Tedoione? $ Prohibi- 
tion is: peremptory, 1 {ay wnto 
you, Swear not at all : but how 
many make no more arpiczevce 
"70465 ; O 
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of Swearing than they do of ' 


Speaking, and pour forth Oaths 
of all faſhions yr ſizes, We 
are ſeverely forbid all degrees of 


Impurity,in the Look,in Words, - 


or in: Wiſh; yet how many 
without refle&tion or remorſe, 


continue in the deepeſt Polluti- 
ons ! We are commanded to 


live ſaberly in this preſent World; 


yet how many indulge their _ 


{winiſh Appetites, -and debaſe 
themſelves even below theBeaſts 
that periſh. | And as the ſenſual 
Apperites are notoriouſly pre» 
dominant in ſome, ſo the angry 
Appetite is tyrannous 1n others. 
Pride, Wrath, Revenge, poſſeſs 
the Breaſts of many; How of- 
ten. far-a ſlight, or but reputed 
Injury, they. are ſo fir'd with 
Paſſion; -that their: hot Blood 
cannot-be {atisfied without the 
cold, Blood - of their Enemies: 
In ſhort, many live in ſuch note 
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defiance of the DivineLaw, as 
if there were nd God. to ſee and 
puniſh their Sins, vt as if they 


would make a trial whether he 


will be true to his Threatning, 
and revenge their bold Impie- 
ties: They are partly worſe 
than Brutes ; for having an un- 
derftanding Faculty, & Princi- 
ple of Reafon, they ſubmut it to 
Senſe : and partly worſe than 
ern 
TEbel again et not, 
as they, tremble in choir Re- 
bellion. Now when Death is 
ready with its cold Hands to 
Cloſe their Eyes, and Conſci- 


ence awakes out of its ${umber, 


what Horrors ſeize upon then ! 
They are ftripp'd of their car- 


nal Securities, the Creature can- 


hot helpthetn, and the Creatot 
will not. /They have beet Ene- 
mies to thati Love that -niade 
chem and preſery'd ther, and, 


not- 
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notwithſtanding - their violent 
Provocations, has ſpar'd them 
ſo long. - They have rejeted 
that 1nfinitely condeſcendin 

and compaſſionate Love, that {0 


tenderly-, beſeech'd them to be - 


reconciled to God, as if it were 
his Intereſt to fave them. Whis 
ther will they fly from cheig 
Judg 9: What can reſcue them 


from inſtant and irrecoverable. 


Miſery? Can they hope that 
Mercy will-be their Advocate? 
Their Condemnation is {o righ- 
teous, that Mercy cannot diſ- 
penſe with it. Tis 8 fearful 
thing to. fall inta the Hands of 
the Irving God, Weho! lives. tor 
ever, -and. can puniſh for eyer. 
Wha kaons the Pomer of his 
_ Wreth? Figs boundleſs beyond 
all our Thoughts and Time. O) 
take noticeof this with Terror, 


all 5e that forget God, left be tear.,, 


Plal, 5& 


104 iu pigtty, and:there be none to 
delivnr ! © Others 
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Others are not ſo viſibly diſ- 
obedient as notorious Sinners, 
but are as really. You may ſee 
their PiQture- in the diſobedient 
Son, mentioned by our Saviour 


-1n the Goſpel, who whex his Fa- 
| ther commanded him to go work in 


the Vineyard, anſwered, 1 go, Sir, 
and went not. *Tis true,” they 
perform the external part of 
ſome Duties, and abſtain from 
the groſs as of ſome Sins, but 
*ris with an exception and a re- 
ferve. A Duty ttfr is contrary 
to their carnal Appetites and 
Intereſt, they-will not perform ; 
a Sin that bribes them with Pro- 
fit or Pleaſure, a temperamental 
Sino, they will not part-with. 
Now any indulged habitual 


Luft &« wot the Spot of God's 


Children, but denominates the 
Sinner a Child of the: Devil : 
for tho the Saints till they are 


 develtcd of frail Fleſh: have 


' their 
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their Allays, and cannot be ex- 
empt from the relicksof 'Sin; 
yet the Divine Nacure commu- 
nicated' to them, is oppoſite to 
every Sin, and is an ative Prin- 


Ciple to ſubdue Sin. 


And from hence $. Jobs tells 
us, He that is born of God, can- 
not (oz, that is, deliberately and 
habitually : Such Sinners,tho in 


- the Hour of Death: they may 


addreſs with all the applying 


Titles, Our Father, and our God, 


ſhall ever be excluded from his 
facred and ſaving ProteQtion. 

2, Let us ſeriouſly confider 
whether we are of this ſpiri- 
tual Progeny, the Children of 
God, not only in Title, bur in 
Reality. TheInquiry is of in- 


finite moment ; for all the Pro- 


miſes-and Priviledges of the 
Goſpel are annex'd to this Son- 
ſhip : This ſecures us from zhe 
Wrath'to come, and entitles us 
1 to 
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to the eternal Inheritance; ':Fear 
pat, little Flick, "tis your Father's 
oof Pleaſure fo give' you the 
wo dome. T his Ind 5 very 
| to'calm and quiier-4#he 
troubled Saints, and to awaken 
tiaregencrate Perſons | out. of 
their confident Dream of their 
ood State. Many fincere Chet 

ians are infinitely concern'd 
whether they are the Children 
of God ; of this their Tears and 


Fears give abundant evidence. 


[The reaſons of their Doubts are 
artly the Jealouſy of thetrawn 
rts, which are naturally: de- 
ceitfal above all things, and maſt 
deceitful to a Man's falf'; and 
partly from the conſequence of 
the Deceit:- for knowing the 
ineftimable value of this Privd 
lege, #0 be the Sons of Goa, and 
that if they are deceived in it, 
they: are undone for eyer, they 
arc anxiouſly rhougbhtwal about 
6 it, 
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it, Bur carnal Perſons who are 
not acquainted with the Hypo- 
<ly.or their Hearts, nor duly 
underſtand the excellence of rhe 
Privilege, eaſily believe what 
they coldly deſire. And the 
great deceiver of Souls is equal- 
Iy ſubtile ro varniſh what is evil 
with-the falſe colours of Good, 
and to conceal what is good un- 
der. the appearance of Evil. 
From- hence it is, that many 


tender-ſpirited Chriſtians are. 


timorous, and full of unquier 
Agitations all rheir Lives: and 
many who have but a ſhew and 
fair pretence of Religion, are 
undiſtord'd and hopeful, rill ac 


laſt they fall from their ſuppo- 


ſed Heaven and high Hopes, in- 
forthe Abyſs of Miſery. 
This Trial will be moſt clear 
and convincing,by repreſenting 
from Scripture rhe inſeparable 
Properties and CharadGters of the 
= Chil- 
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Children, of God, that diftin- 
-uiſh them from all that are.in- 
the State'of unrenewed Nature. 
The Apoſtle tells ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, The Spirit it ſelf witneſ- 
ſes with our Spirits, that we are 
 ZheChilaren of God. Here is a 
Conſent and Agreement of thoſe | 
Witneſſes, in Whom are all that 
is requiſite to give value to their” 
Teſtimony. For the Spirit of 
God,ſiich is his unerring Know- 
ledg, who ſearches the deep things 
of God, and ſuch is the abfo- 
luteSanRQity of his Nature, that 
he can neither deceive nor be 
deceived, fo that his Teſtimony 
is infinitely ſure, and of more - 
worth than the concurrent Te- 
ftimony -of Heaven and Earth, 
of Angels and Men. The other 
Witneſs is the renewed Conſci- 
ence; that is acquainted with 
the'Aims and AﬀeRions'of the 
Heart, as the Apoſtle: Taith, 
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Who knows the things 'of a Man, 
; feue the Spirit of a Man? This - 
Faculty refle&ts upon our AQi- 
| .ons;and the Principles of them: 
- to this Faculty is referr'd the 
| decifiori of our {piritual State ; 
| [FF our Hearts condemn us not of 
A any allowed Sin, ther have we 
| "Peace towards God: From the - | 
k conſent and.agreement of theſe 
'Witneſſes, there is a bleſſed Af- 
ſurance of our EvangelicalSon- 
ſhip, '. that overcomes all onr 
| Fears: [Now this 'Teftimony 
-is' rational:and argumentative, . 
from the - diſcovery of thoſe 
; Graces that conſtitute a Perſon 
.theChild of God. -I will make 
[the Inquiry ..concerning . the 
..Grace: of Faith and of Love, 
which are the vitabBands of our 
'Unionwith Chriſt, : the princi- 
pal !Fouits of the; ſandtifying 
-Spiritz-and the Symptoms of 
Salvation. | 23310 3 | 
14 Fa (1,) 
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(1.) TheGrace of Faith is ex- 
_ Joh.1.12 prefs'd inScripture by receivi 
of Chriſt : this anſwers to God's 
offer of him toouracceptance.in 
the Goſpel, It receives him en- 
0 tirely in his Perſon and Natures, 
E” as the incarnate Son of God ; 
and in his Office, as 4 Prexce 
ARS 5-31- and Saviour, to give Repentapce 
' and remiſſion of Sins. This re- 
- ceiving Chriſt implies an AR 
of the Underſtanding and the 
Will; the Underſtanding aſ- 
ſents to the Truth of the Di- 
vine Revelation, that Chriſt 
crucified is an alſufficient Savi- 
our; and the Will cloſes with 
the Terms of it, | that he will 
" ſave to the uttermo#} all that obey 
him: From hence it follows, 
that reliance upon him, and a 
fincere reſolution to obey him, 
| are neceſſarily included in. fa- 
ving- Faith. This Scripture- 
Account diſtinguiſhes _— 
ES enac 
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that ſubſtantial Faith that is 
proper to the ele& Children of 
God, and the Shadow of it in 
the Unregenerate ; the one is 
the intimate and aQive Princi- 
ple '6f Obedience, the other is 
a dead Aſſent without Efficacy, 
. a mere Carcaſs and Counterfeit 
of Faith. A fincere Believer 
as fervently deſires to be ſaved 
from' the Dominion and Pollu- 
tion of his Sins, as from the 


Guilt and y_ Malignity: a 


carnal Man deſires an Intereſt 
in Chriſt as a Saviour, that he 

may ſecurely enjoy his Luſts. 
The crafty and curſed Ser- 
pent deceives Men to their ru- 
ine, - by citing Scripture, and 
mifapplying it. The Promiſe 
is fure, Whoever believes, ſhall 
| be ſaved; and he eaſily per- 
{wades them they are Belie- 
vers. - *Tis ftrange to aftoniſh- 
ment, that Men who have Rea- 
F 3 ſon 


——_— 
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| ſon and Underſtand: 


2 Cor. 6. 
17, 18, 


preſume +1n a high EN "of 
the preſent, Favour of God,:and 
7 wa furure Happineſs, : as, if 
they were his dear Children, 
when their, Enmiry aggi oF 
holy Name and Will isevid 
io their. Ations. . -} 

We can never have too firm a 
dependance on God's Promiſe, 
when we are qualified for,that 
Dependance. Come oat ifrom 4- 
mong them, and be ye ſeperate, 
ſaith the Lord; and touch not 
the unclean thing, ang T1 will) re- 
ceive you, 4nd will be & Father ts 
you, ſaith the Lord Almighty. 
Faith that, purifies the [Heart 
and Converſation, inveſts us 
with this bleſſed Privilege, and 
all the ſaving Mercies annex'd 
to 1. -::} 

(2.) From. the { ;rieugl Re- 
lation between and Belicy 
yers, there —_— and-nece(- 

farily 


| 


—"Jþ. Richard Baxter. we" of 


I” reſults, a fincere, duriful,” 
ehild-like Love.to: him, corre- 
nr to his, beneficent and 

Dy. Love to. them: This 
God 1g diſpealably requires, and 


AREOly delights in ; Thou Jo- 


et Trath in the\ 4nward Parks. Pal. 51. 


Eilial Obedience. is inſeparab 


from filal Loye. ja its Rea 
fred is the-Love of Ga, hi Joh. 3 


p his Comman 


Saviour diſtinguiſhes (386m. 


ſincere Lovers of him, and;pre- 


tended, that they who love. him, 
keep. bis Commandments ; but John 14- 
they. who love him not, keep net os A 


his Commendments. 
The Obedience that ſpriogs 
from Love to God, 1s uniform, 
reſpeQs all his Commands: far 
the two filial AﬀeQtions, an ar- 
foot Deſire to, pleaſe God iy all 
and an. ingenuous Fear 

of OE caaghine inany thing, 
are Los 1 joined ,with 


our 


EY 


th. 
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our r Love to him; | 
| he Obedience that proceeds 
from Love, is free and voluota- 
from COROTIINS as well as 
thy” How paſſionately. dbes 
the holy Pſalmiſt expreſs his 
Aﬀe&ion, O'how I love thy Law! 
In the Covenant of Grace, God 
romiſes to write his Law in the 
oy of his Children ; not 0n- 
ly in their Minds and Memo- 
ries, but to endear it to their 
Aﬀetions, There is much dif- 
ference | between ſervile and 
conſtrain'd Obedience, and filt- 
al choſen Obedience, as between 
the Motion of a living Man 
from the Soul,theinward Spring 
of Life, and the Morion of an 
Image or Statue from forcible 
Weights and Wheels. ; 
Prom filial Love proceeds 
godly Sorrow, if at any time 
by Careleſneſs and Surprize, or 
an over-pow ering Temprarti- 
on, 
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on, his Children do what is of- 
ſenſive and odious 'in his fight, 
Whentheyconfider theirunkind 


znd unthankful Returns for 


his Mercies, 'they lobk to their 


Heavenly Father with .Grief 


and Shame, and down upon 
themſelves with Abhorrence 
and ' Indignation : They are 
wounded with the ſting of that 


Expoſtulation, Do ye thus re- 


quite the Lord, O fooliſh People Dem. 32.6 


8nd unwiſe ? Ts he not thy Father 
who bought thee ? 


"From filial Love proceeds a 


Zeal for his Glory ; If I be a Fa- 
ther, where is my Honour? A 
Child of God is dearly concer- 
ned that his Name be reveren- 
ced and magnified, his Laws 
be obſerved, his Worſhip main- 


tained, that his Intereſt be ad- 


vanced in the World. , He has 


prefumpruous Sinners, The 
Ws.  Pro- 


_ a burning” Zeal againſt Sin and Pal. 69, 
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| Prophgt,E/ijeh ſays, Ihave bees 
jealogs for :the Lord of Hoſts-: 
for the Children, of Uracl haye 


forſaken thy Covenant aud aq 


Aown think,, liars. TJholew 
with an indifferent Eye ſee the 
Cauſe, the Truth, the Iotereſt 
of God depreſs'd jn the World, 
do renounce the Title of his 
Children. _ gies 
'. From the Relation to-God as 
his Sons, proceeds a ſincere fer- 
vent Loye.to all the Saints, St. 
1Joh. 5. 1. Fohn infers, Every one that lo- 
veth him. that begat, loves him 
that is begottey. Grace 5 not 
EE powell yo produce COr- 
dial mutual Aﬀections between 
the Children of the ſame Hea- 
vealy Father, than the ſybordi- 
nate Endearments: of Nature. 
Notwithſtanding the, civil Di- 
ſtinQion between them, ſome 
-. +: high andeighy, orhers mean and 
Poor, yet, there. 2. ſpiritual 
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# | Equality ; the loweſt Saints are 

'* | Princes of the Blood-Royal of 

Heaven+' To him that has waſhed 

at from our Sins in hu Blood, and Revel. 1, 

male inKjngs and Prieſts toGod, 

be CGriory for ever. | |; 
Fhefilial Relation to God in+ 

clines and encourages all {incere 

Chriftiaas to reſign them(clves, 

evenm their moſt aflited Con- 

dition, to the Wiſdom and Will 

of 'God. - Our Saviour meekly 

yielded up himſelf to his cruel 

Enemies, upon this Confidera» 

tion, The Cup which my Father Joh.18.11 

has. igivern me, ſhall T not drink 

it ?\ The Saints in imitation of 

Chiift,' and upon the ſame 

Ground, entirely reſign them- 

{elves:to the Divine Diſpoſal; 

for their Heavenly Father loves 

them better than they can love 

thetafelves. - | 

| Binally, The filial Relation 

- | tro God iis produQtive.as of ow 
y 
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ly Hopes, fo of ardent Deſires 
to be with him, Love makes 
them to efteem Communion 
with him here in his holy Ordi- 
nances, as the Joy of their 
Lives. The Pſalmiit when ba- 
niſh'd from the Tabernacle, 
breaks forth in his impatient De- 
fires, Whes ſbalt I come and ap- 
mi peer that is, in the 
ace where he communicates 
his Grace to thoſe that worſhip 
him. Bur our Father is in Hea- 
ven as his Throne, and moſt 
ouſly exhibits himſelf to 

is Saints there. The Earth is 


the Element and Reſidence. of 


carnal Men, of their Souls as 
well as their Bodies : They de- 
fire their Inheritance may be ow 
this foe Jordan, and are content 
to leave the Heavenly Canzer 
tothoſe who like it. -- But thoſe 
who are born from above, 'Jelire 
£0 be diſſolved, that they _ 
e e 
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be.1n their Father's Houſe, and 
his reviving Preſence for ever. 
7... 3, Let: us be perſwaded to 
prepare'for the reception of our 
Souls in the next World. The 
preſent Life is a Paſſage to' E- 
ternity, and *tis ſo ſhort and fa- 

ing, ſo uncertain and hazar- 
dous, that *ris our principal 
Wiſdom without delay to fſe- 
Cure: our Souls in the future 
State. Our Saviour ſays, [muſt 


me while it is Day : the Night 


cometh when no Man can work. 


. Now is the accepted Time, xow.js 


the Day of Salvation. *Tis our 


indiſpenſable Duty and mainIn- 


tereſt now, 'fo-work out our own 
Salvation with fear and trem- 


. bling. In the ſtate of Death 


there is an Incapacity to do any 
thing in . order to Salvation : 
There is no Work nor Wiſdom in 


the Grave: and all the Offers of 


Sal- 


. work the Work of him that ſent fotn 9. 4; 
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. 'O'what 


Salvation ceaſe' for ever. "The 
Sufferings of 'the Son of "God 
are got a Ranſom for Sinners in 
that State : He reconciled things 
in Earth and in Heaven, but not 
things in Hell. The Golden 
Scepter 1s extended to 'none 
there, the Holy Spirit firives 
'with none, 'they are withorit 
the Reſerves of Merey. 'The 
Guilt of Sin remains in its'full 
"Obligation, thePollution of Sin 
in its deepeſt Die, and the 'Pn- 


nifhment of Sin in its Extremi- 


'ty forever. ' 

'Frenzy,, not to provide for 'oar 
'Souls in their-greateſt Exigence! 
"Common Reaſon inſtructs: us, 
knowing. our own Weaknef, 
'to commir our Treaſure tothe 
cuſtody of 'our Friends, which 
we cannot otherwiſe keep from 


our Enemies ; eſpecially to ſuch 


a-Friend as can and* will pre- 
p ſervo 


Folly. is it, or-rather Þ 
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ſerve it for our Uſe and Advan- 
tage.. The Soul is. our Jewel 
dbove all Price, *tis our Wiſdotri 
to ſecure it out of all danger : 
Let us therefore commit it to 
the ſafe and ſure Hands of our 
Heavenly Father, otherwiſe we 
cannot preſerve it from the in- 
fernal Spirits, the Robbers and 
Murderers.of Spuls. _ 

The wiſe Preacher denoun- 
ces a fearful Evil, Wo be to him 


that is alone when be falleth ; for Eccl.4.10. 


he hath not another to help him 
#p. In all the Senſes of falling, 
th is the greateſt Fall : the 


_ High, the Honourable, the 


Rich, fall from all their State ; 
and Men of all Degrees are for. 
ſaken' of all their carnal Com- 
forts and Supports. If then the 
{olitary Soul has not a God to 
receive, ſupport and comfort it, 
how woful is its Condition |! 
Methinks the apprehenſion * 

: this 
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this ſhould ſtrike a Terror ſo 
deep into the Hearts of Mer, 
that they ſhould be reſtleſs till 
they have ſecur'd a Retreat for 
their departing Souls, - -  * 

For this end let us, according 
to the earneſt Advice of ' St. Pe- 
ter, be diligent, that me may be 
found of him in Peace, without 
ſpot, and blamelefs. 

The Lord Jeſus is the only 
Peace-maker of _the righteous 
and holy God to Sinners, The 
Judg of this World is flaming 
with Wrath, and terrible in 
Vengeance to Sinners that ap- 
pear before his Tribunal out of 
Chriſt. We ſhall for ever be 
excluded from his blefſed Com- 
munion, without.the Mediator 


reſtore us to his Favour. Our 


Col. x. 20. Reconciliation only is by Re- 


demption in his Blood. The Cha- 


Me. 53. ſtiſement of our Peace was ys 
f 


him, He is the Lord our Rig 
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ouſneſs, by whom alone we can 
ſtand- in Judgmerit. God was i 
Chriſt reconciling the World to him- 
ſelf. "There is now an Act of Ob- 
livion offer d in the Goſpel to all 
that come to God by him. We 
have ſure Salvation in his Name : 
But we muſt ' with conſenting 
Wills, cloſe with him as our Lord 
and Life. The firſt Goſpel preach'd 
by the Angel after his coming in- 
to 'the World, declares, | There 
was born in the City of David a 
Saviour, Chriſt the Lord. We 
muſt not ſeparate between Chriſt 
the Saviour, and Chriſt the Lord ; 
between bis Salvation and his Do- 
minion. God indiſpenſably re- 
quires we ſhould reſign our ſelves 
to his Son as our King, and rely 


upon him as our Prieſt to atone * 
his Diſpleaſure. If we thus re- 


ceive him, he will reſtore us to 
the Favour and Peace of God, 
eſtabliſht in an everlaſting Cove- 
nant. G How 
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How. tenderly and compaſlio- 
nately.. does. the great God invite 
Sinners to re-enter into his Fa- 
vour, #0 acquaint our ſelves with 
him, and to be at peace! His Em- 
baſſadours in his Name, and in. 
Chriſt's ſlead beſeech them to be re- 


' coxciled to God. But their; per- 


verſe Spirits would bave God res, 
conciled to them, that they. might 
beexempt from Puniſhment ; þyt 
are unwilling to be:  reconriltd to; 
him, to part with their Luſts. 1n, 
ſhort, reconciltation with God ne- 
cellarily infers defiance with Sin, 
Te that love the Lord hate Evil. ..If 
Men .do not ccaſe their Rebellioa, 
there.. is 80 ſhadow .of hope to. 
obtain rhe Divine Favour. .-.., 
. Dorye provoke the Lord to, Fea- 
loufit te, are you ſtronger than he? 
Jealdufie is the moſt ſenſible and! 
ſeyere Aﬀection., As 'tis with, a 
Town taken by :{torm, all that 
are foung in- Arms-arg De 26k 
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Merey cut off ; fo all ehiur at 
Death are found with the wedpony 
of unrig hteouſneſs, their unrepented 
unforſaken- Sins about them; malt 
expect Tadgment without Mercy. 


"Laſtly, Let the Children of 
God be encouraged. with Peace 
afd Joy to: commend their Souls 
to” him. - Let rebellious Sinners 
trefnble with deadly Fear upon 
the brink of Eternity ; but let the 


Saints, with -a- lively Hope, enter 


19t6 the Divine World. 

If -Men: poſſes their Treaſure 
with Joy an#Tedlouſic, and guard 
it with vigilant-Care, will not God 
preferve his deareſt Treaſure, the 
Souls :of his Children committed 
to his Truſt 
- [Can Love forfake, can Truth 
deceive, can Almighty Power fail? 
Will a Father, a heavenly Father, 
be! withbit- Bowels. to his-own 
NO Ns, he-cannot deny 
ok G 2 him- 
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himſelf : he is readieſt to relieve, 
when they are in diſtreſs. 

Old Simeon 1s a leading Exam- 
ple- to Believers : after he had 
embraced Chriſt in his Armes, 
how earneſtly did he deſire his 
Diſlolution? Lord, now letteſt thou 
thy Servant depart in peace, for 
mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. 
St. Stephen in the midſt of a ſhowr 
of Stones, with a bleſſed Tran- 
quillity, makes his dying Pray- 
er, Lord Feſus receive' my Spirit.” 
If the Fears of humble Souls ariſe 
in that hour, becauſe they have 
not the Conſpicuous marks of 
God's Children, the Graces of the 
Spirit in that degree of Eminency,. 
as ſome Saints have had: Let 
them conſider, there are different 
Ages among the Children of God : 
ſome are in a ſlate of Infancy and 
Infirmity ; others are more Con= 
firm'd : but the relation is - the 
ſame in all, and gives an intereſt 
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in his promiſed Mercy. The weak- 
neſs of their Faith cannot fruſtrate 
God's faithfulneſs, Tis the Since- 
rity, not the Strength of Grace, 
that is requiſite to Salvation, If 
_ Faith be ſhaking as a bruiſed reed, 
and but kindling as the [moaking 
flax,, it ſhall be victorious. O 
that theſe powerfull Comforts 
may encourage dying Chriſtians 
to commend their Souls with Ar- 
dency and Aſſurance to God, their 
Father, and Felicity. 


. T have now finiſht my Dif- 
Qurſe upon the Text, and ſhall 
' apply my ſelf to ſpeak of the 0- 
ther Subject, the Reverend Mr. 
Richard Baxter, that Excellent In- 
ſirument of Divine Grace, to re- 
cover and reſtore ſo many revol- 
ted Souls to God, out of the Em- 
pire 'of his Enemy :. or in the A- 
poſtles Language, to tranſlate them 
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to the. Kingdom of his ear Som: 7 
am | ſen6ble,: that -in. ſpeaking; of 
him:.1 ſhall _ be.- under a double 
Diſadvantage: Fat thote who per- 
fedtly knew bim, -wilt-be apt -to 
think \my Account:'of him to be 
thotr. and defeftive,! an 'imperlect 
Shadow of his reſplendent Vere 
tues : others who were unacequain+ 
ted with his extraordinary Worth, 
will from Jgagranceor Envy be ine 
clin'd ro thiok-his quit Prazſes to be 
undue and excellive. Indeed -if 
Love could "make me eloquent, I 
fhould: -uſe-all-the moſt hvely and 
graceful Colouts ef: Language to@- 
dorn his. Memory: "bot this Con»: 
fideration relieves :;me in the Con» 
{iciouſncls. of my Duability, that 
a-:plain, Narrativeciof what Mr. 
Baxter, was, Ang did}: will bee a 
moſt- noble Eulogy : and rhar .his 
jubllantial-Piety, agi more needs 
artificial Qratory to- det! it 
than. refined ones - Wants - Pajot 
ro 
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to - add ; Luſtre and ' Value to 
It. 
 Eſhalt xi6t ſpeak of :his "a 


rage, and. his firſt. Years; but 1 


anuſt cot” omit a Teſtimony I-re- 
ceiy'd concerning his early Piety. 
His Father ſaid with Tears of Joy. 
to a Friend, my Son Richard I 
hope was fandtified from the 
Womb :. for when he was a little 
Boy in Coats, if he: heatd:other 
Children in, "phy. {peak profane 
Words, the would: reprove' them 
to the: Wonder? of thoſe char 
heard- him: % + 7 . 

- He! hid not: the- Advanteze of 
Acalemnical Education : but by 
the Divine Bleſſing upon his rare 


' Dexterity” and- Diligence, \His/ Sa- 


cred Knowledpe- was in'rhet:De- 
gree of Eminence, as fel: inthe 
Univerſity- ever” arrive to” Not 
long--after his? Enttance'-into the 
Miniſtry the -Civil- War » began, 
you the *'Times- #ain'd Blood ſo 
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long,. till the languiſhing State of 


the Kingdom, was almoſt deſpe- 
rate and incurable. How far he 
was concern'd as a Chaplain in 
the Parliament's Army, he has 
publiſht an Account, and the rea» 
ſons of it, | 
After the War, he was fixt at 


 Kederminſter, There his Miniſtry 


by the Divine Influence, was of 
admirable Efficacy. The Harveſt 
anſwer'd the Seed that was ſows 
ed. Before his coming, the Place 
was like a Piece of dry and bar- 


. ren Earth, onely Ignorance and 


Profaneneſs as Natives of the Soil 
were rife among them ; but by 
the Bleſſing of Heaven upon his 
Labour and Cultivating, the Face 
of Paradiſe appear'd there in all 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Many 
were tranſlated trom theſtate ofpol- 
luted Nature, to the ſtate of Grace; 
and many were advancd to higher 
degrees of Holineſs. The bad were 

| chang'd 
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chang'd to:good, and the good to 
better. Converſion is the Excel- 
lent Work of Divine Grace : the 
Efficacy- of. the Means is from the 
Supreme Mover. But God uſual- 
ly makes (thoſe Miniſters ſucceſs- 
full in that Bleſſed Work , whoſe 
principal Deſign and Delight is to 
glorifie him in the ſaving of Souls. 
This was the reigning Aﬀection in 
his Heart; and he was extraor- 
dinarily qualified to obtain his 

End. . | 
His Prayers were an Effufion of 
the moſt lively melting Expreſlt- 
ons, and his intimate ardent Af- 
fetions to God ; from the «- 
bundance of his Heart his Lips 
ſpake. His Soul took Wing for 
Heaven, and rapt up the Souls of 
others with him. Never did I fee 
or hear a holy Miniſter addreſs 
himſelf to God with more Reve- 
rence and Humility, with reſpet 
to his glorious Greatneſs ; never 
p _ with 


i. 


C-1-N 


— 


A Fatzeral-Sermion. on 


with more Zeal and Fervency cor- 
reſpondent to the.infinize Moment 
of his requeſts; nor with mote Fi 
hal Af/tancein the Divine Mercy. 
-..Io his: Sermons thete. was: 
rare Union of Arguments and Mo- 
tives to convince the Mind: and 
gain the Heart : All the:Fogarains 
of:-Reaſon' and Perfwagar were 


- open to his diſcerning-Eye; There 


was no-refiſting the: Force of his 
Diſcourſes without denying: Rea- 
ſon and Divine Revelation. - :He 
had a marvellous Felicity and-Co- 
piouſneſs in ſpeaking. There was 
2 noble .Negligence: mwbis: Stile : 
for his ' great: Mind £<dgud” not 
ſtoop <0 the- afleteg 4loquence 


of Words': hg deſpisd dalhy.'Ora- 


tory: -bat-; his [Expreſſions - were 
clear and powerful, ſo'convincing 
the Uaderſtanding, fo entring in- 
ro- che Soul,; ſo-engaging the Af 
ſections,-that thoſe. were'as deaf 
as Addersp/whowere not charmd 
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by. fo wiſe a Charmer. _ He was 2+ 
namated with the Holy. Spirit, and 
breath'd Celeſtial Fire, to inſpire 
Heat and Life into dead' Sinners; 
and to melt the obdurate in their 


frozen. Tombs. - Methinks I Kill 


hear him ſpeak thoſe powerfull 


Words; 4 Wretch that is condema'd His Ser 


to dy. ta Morrow cannot forget it ; 


mon be- 
fore the 


And yat poor. Sinners,.. that c@n- Houſe of 
tinually are uncertain to live an = | 
Hour, and. certain ſpeedily to ſee 1660. 


the Majeſty of the Lord to. their 
unconcejvable Foy or. Terror, as 
ſare 'as; they now live on Earth, 
can, farget. theſa things | for: which 
they - ave; their. memery';; and 
which ; que would: think ſhould 
drown the matters. of this World, 
as: the yeport of 'a-Canen does -8 
Whiſper, 1or | as th&:1Syn abſcures 
the -poareſt. Glaautgrwe 0: worr 
derfwl flupidity 4þ:an: uvrenemed 
Soul. +: Or: wonderfull: folly . and dt 
#ractedee/a of thei: ##20d ly! That 
5M ever 
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ever Men can forget, I ſay again; 


that they can forget, Eternal joy, 


Eternal Woe, and the Eternal 
God, and the place of their Fter- 
wal unchangeable Abodes , ' when 
they ſtand even at the door; and 
there is but the thin Pail of 
Fleſh between them and that a- 


mazing fight, that Eternal gulph, 


and they are daily dying and ftep- 
ping zn. 

Beſides, his wonderfull diligence 
in Catechizing the particular Fa- 
milics under his Charge, was ex- 
ceeding, uſefull to plant Religion 


1n them. Perſonal inſtruction, and 
application of Divine Truths, has 


an excellent advantage and efft- 
cacy to inſinuate and infuſe Reli- 
gion into the 'Minds and Hearts 
of Men, and: by the Converſion 
of Parents and':Maſters to reform 


whole Families that are | under 


their immediate: direftion and go- 
yerament. While he was at _— 
pens hs 
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derminſiter he wrote and publiſht 
that accompliſht Model of an E- 
vangelical Miniſter, ſtyled Gz/das 
Satvianus, or the Reform'd Paſtor : 
In that book, he clears beyond all 
cavil, That the Duty of Miniſters 
is not confind to their Study and 


the Pulpit, but that they ſhould 


make uſe of opportunities to in- 
ſtru& Families within their Care, 
as 'tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, that he 
had kept back nothing from his 
Hearers that was profieable ; but 
had taught them publickly, and 
from houſe to houſe. The Idea of 
a faithfull Miniſter delineated in 
that book, was a Copy taken from 
the Life, from his own zealous 


Example. His unwearied induſtry 


to do good to his Flock, was an- 
ſwer'd by Correſpondent Love and 
Thankſulneſs. He was an Angel 
in their Eſteem. He would often 
ſpeak with great Complacence of 
their dear Atfections: and a little 

before 
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before his Death, ſaid, He" believ'd 
they were more Expreſſive of 
kindneſs to him, than the Chri- 
fitan Converts were to the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, by what appears in 

his Writings. | 
While he remain'd at MXeder- 
mirnſter, tis TIhiftrious Worth was 
not ſhaded 'in'# Corner, but dif- 
persd its 'Beams and Influence 
round the Countrey. By his Coun- 
fe and Excitation , the Miniſters 
in Woreefter ſhite, Epiſcopal, Pres- 
byterian and Congregational wete' 
united, that by their Studies, La- 
bours, and Advice, the Doctrme 
and PradQtiſe .of Religion', - the 
Truths*arid Holineſs of the Goſpel 
might be preſerved irrall the Chur- 
ches *coinmitted to 'their Charge. 
This Affaciation was of excellent 
uſe, 'the'ends of Chnrch-govern- 
ment were obtaind by it: and it 
was 2 leading Example to the Mi- 
nifters of 'orher Counties, Mr. 
| Bax= 
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Baxter was not above.his Brethren | 


Miniſters, þy -a-- Superiour-Title, 


or any. fecular-advantage, but: by. 


his divine endowmeats. and. 


rate excellencies, his extracgdinge,- 
ry wiſdom, zeal, and fidelity :-he: - 
was the Soul of thay Happy So»: 


QA | +: 
. He continued among his belaved 


people, till the year- 3660. then. 
he came;to ,Londox, A, while after i 
the King's Reſtoration, there were: 


many Endeavours us'd'in order to- 
an Agreement berween'the Epiſco- 
pal and: Presby terian-, Miniftess, | 


For this end feveral of the Biſhops, 
ele, and of the Miniſters; were-. 


call d toattend the King at Wore 
ceſter-Houſe : there was.read to. 
them a Declaration. drawn. up 
with great wiſdom and moderatis. 
on, by the Lord Chancellor, the 


Earl of Clarendon. . I thalls ahely 


qbſerve that in reading; the. ſeveral 
Parks of the Declaration, Dr, More, 
ley 
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" ley was the principal manager of 


the Conference among the Biſhops, 
and Mr. Baxter among the Mi- 
niſters: and one particular T'can- 
not forget ; it was defird 'by the 
Miniſters, that the Biſhops ſhould 


. exerciſe their Church Power with 
' the counſel and conſent of- Preſ- 


byters. This limiting- of their 
Authority was fo diſpleaſing, that 
Dr. Cofins, then ele&t of Durham, 
faid, If your Majeſty grants this 
you will Unbiſhop your Biſhops. 
Dr. Reynolds upon this produced 
the Book, entituled, The Portrat- 
dure of his Sacred Majeſty in his 
Solitude and Sufferings, and read 
the following Paſſage : Not that 7 
am againſt the managing of this 
Prefidency and Authority in One 
Man by the joint Counſel and Con- 
ſent of many Presbyters : I have 
offer d to reſtore that, as a fit means 
to avoid thoſe Errors, Corruptions 
and Partialities, which are incident 

to 
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to any One Man : alſo to avoid Ty- 
ranny, which becomes no Chriſtians, 
lyaſt of all Church-men, Beſides, 
it ry be a means to take away 
that burthen and odium of affairs, 
which may lie too heavy on one 
Man's ſhoulders, as indeed I think 
i#t did formerly on the Biſhops here. 
The good Doctor thought, that 
the Judgment of the King's afflic- 
ted and inquiring Father would 
have been of great moment to 
incline him to that temperament : 
but the King preſently replied, 
AII that 1s in that Book 7s not Goſpel. 
My Lord Chancellor prudently 
moderated in that matter, that 
the Biſhops, in weighty Cauſes, 
ſhould have the aſſiſtance of the 
Presbyters. 


Mr. Baxter conſidering the 


ſtare of our- affairs in that time, 
was well pleaſed with that Decla- 
ration : He was of Calvixn's mind, 
who judiciouſly obſerves, upon 

H our 
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our Saviour's words, 'That the 
Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his An- 


gels, and they ſhall gather out of 


kis Kingdom all things that offend : 
Qui - extirpandum quicquid dif- 
plicet prepoſtere feſtinant , ante- 
vertant Chriſti judicium, & erep- 
tum Angelis officium fibi temere 
uſurpant. They that make too 
much haſte to redreſs at once all 
things that are amiſs, anticipate 
the TJudgment of Chriſt, and 
raſhly Wo, the Office of the Anu- 


gels, Beſides, that Declaration 


granted ſuch a freedom to Con- 
{cientious Miniſters, that were un- 
ſatisfied as to the Old Conformity, 
that if it had been obſerved, it 
had prevented the dolefull Divi- 
ſion ſucceeded afterward. But 
when there was a motion made 
in the Houſe of Commons, that 
the Declaration might paſs into 
an Act, it was oppos'd by one of 
the Secretarys of State , which 

was 
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was a ſufficient Indication of the * 


King's averſeneſs to it. 

After the Declaration there were 
many. Conferences at the Savoy 
between the Biſhops and ſome 
Doctors of their Party, with Mr. 
Baxter and ſome other Miniſters, 
for an Agreement, wherein his 
Zeal for Peace was molt conſpi- 
cuous : but all was in vain. Of 
the Particulars that were debated, 
he has given an account in Print, 


Mr. Baxter, after his coming 
to London, during the time of Lt- 
berty, did not neglect that which 
was the principal Exerciſe of his 
Life, the preaching the Goſpel, 
being always ſenſible of his duty 
of ſaving Souls. He Preacht ar 
St. Dunſtans on the Lord's-days iri 
the Afternoon. I remember one 
inſtance of his firm Faith in the 
Divine Providence, and his For- 
titude when he was engaged in 

Þ Þ his 


_— 


T00. 


A Funeral-Sermon on 


his Miniſtry there. The Church 
was Old, and the People were 
apprehenſive of ſome danger in 
meeting in it : and while Mr.Bax- 
ter was Preaching, ſomething in 
the Steeple fell down,and the noiſe 


truck ſuch a terror into the Peo- +J- 


ple, they preſently, in a wild dif- 
order, run out of the Church : 
their eagerneſs to haſte away, put 
all into a tumult: Mr. Baxter, 
without viſible diſturbance, far 
down in the Pulpit : after the 
hurry was over, he reſum'd his 
Diſcourſe, and faid, to compoſe 
their Minds; We are in the Ser- 


vice of God to prepare our ſelves, 


that we may be fearleſs at the 
great noiſe of the diſſolving World, 
when the Feavens ſhall paſs away, 
and the Elements melt int fervent 
heat ; the Earth alſo, and the 


Works therein ſhall be burnt up. 
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After the Church of St. Dun- 
ſtans was pull'd down in order to 
irs re-building, he removed to 
Black-Fryars, and continued his 
preaching there to a vaſt Con- 
courſe of Hearers, tili the fatal 
Bartholomew. 


In the Year 1661, a Parliament 
was call'd, wherein was paſt the 
Act of Uniformity, that expell'd 
from their publick Places about 
two thouſand Miniſters.l will onely 
take notice concerning the Cauſes 
of that Proceeding , that the Old 
Clergy from Wrath and Revenge, 
and the young Gentry from their 
ſervile Compliance with the 


Court, and their Diſtaſte of ſeri- - 


ous Religion, were very active to 


carry on and compleat that Act. 
That this is no raſh Imputation 


upon the ruling Clergy then 1s e- 
videnr, not onely from-thcir Con- 
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currence in paſling that Law, for 
Actions have a Language as con- 
vincing as that of Words, but 
from Dr. Sheldon then Biſhop of 
London their great Leader ; 'who 
when the Lord Chamberlain Man: 
cheſter, told the King, while the 
Act of Uniformity was under de- 
bate, that he was afraid the Terms 
of it were ſo rigid, that many of 
the Miniflers would not comply 
with it ; he replyed, I am a- 
fraid they will, This Ad was 
paſt after the King had engaged 
his Faith and Honour in his De- 
claration from Breda, to preſerve 
the Liberty of Conſcience inviolate, 
which promiſe opcn'd the way, for 
his Reilorat on; and aſter the 
Rovaliſls/here, had given publick 
Aſlurance, that all tormer Animo- 
fities thould be buried, as Rxbbrjh 
under the Foundation of a Univer- 
fal Concord, Mr. Baxter was th 
yolvd with fo many Miniſters in 

this 
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thisCalamity,who was their brigh- 
teſt Ornament, and the beſt De- 
fence of their righteous, though 
oppreſſed Cauſe: Two Obſervari- 
ons he made upon that Act and 
our Ejedion. 


The one -was, that the Mini- 


ſters were turned and kept.out 
from the publick Exerciſe of their 
Office, in that time of their Lives, 
that was moſt fit to be dedicated 
end employed for the Service and 
Glory of God, that is between 
thirty and ſixty Years, when their 
intelleftual and inſtrumental Fa- 
culties were 1n their Vigour. The 
other was in a Letter to me after 
the Death of ſeveral Biſhops. who 
were concurrent in paſling that 
AQ, and exprelt no Sorrow for 
it: his words were, for ought 1 
ſee, the Biſhops will own the turn- 
ing of us out, at the Tribunal ef 
Chriſt, and thither we appeal. 
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After the Act of Uniformity had 
taken its effeq, in the Ejection of 


ſo many Miniſters,, there was 
ſometimes a Connivance at the 
private Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 
ſometime publick Indulgencegran- 
ted, and often a ſevere Profſecuti- 
on of them, as the Popiſh and 
Polirick Intereſt of the Court va- 


ried, When there was Liberty, - 


Mr. Baxter applyed himſelf to 
his delightful Work, to the great 
Advantage of thoſe who enjoy- 
ed his Miniſtry. But the Church- 
Party opposd vehemently the Li- 
berty that was granted. Indeed 
{uch was their Fiercenels,that if the 
Diſfſenting Miniſters bad been as 
wiſe as Serpents, and as innocent 
as Doves, they could not eſcape 
their deep Cenſures. The Pulpir 
repreſented them as ſeditiouſly 
diſaflected to the State, as oblti- 
nate Schiſmaticks, and often the 
Name of God was not onely taken 
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in vain,. but in violexce, to autho- 
riſe their hard Speeches, and har- 
der Actions againſt them, Some 
drops of that Storm fell upon 
Mr. Baxter, who calmly ſubmit- 
ted to their injurious dealings. I 
ſhall ſpeak of that afterward. 
_ * In the Interval, between his De- 
privation and his Death, he wrote 
and publiſht the moſt of his Books, 
of whichT ſhall give ſome account. 
His Books, tor their number 
and varitty of Matter in them, 
make a Library. They contain 


a Treaſure of Controvyerſial, Ca-_ 


ſuiſtical, Poſitive and Practical Di- 
vinity. Of them I ſhall relate 
the Words of one, whoſe exact 
Judgment, joyn'd with his Mode- 
ration, will give a great value to 
his Teſtimony; they are of the 
very Reverend Dr. Wilkins, after- 
wards Biſhop of Cheſter : he ſaid 
that Mr, Baxter had cultivated e- 
very Subjett he haudled ; and gf he 
| we 
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had lived in the Primitive Times, 


he had been one of the Fathers of 
the Church. I ſhall add what he' 


faid with admiration of him ano- 
ther time, That #t was enough for 
one Age to produce ſuch a Ferſon 
as Mr. Baxter. Indeed, he had 
ſuch an amplitude in his Thoughts, 
fuch vivacity of Imagination, and 
ſuch ſolidity and depth of Judg- 
ment, as rarely meet together. 
His inquiring Mind was freed from 
the ſervile dejection and *bondage 
of an implicit Faith. He adher'd 
ro the Scriptures as the perfect 
Rule of Faith, and ſearcht whe- 
ther the DoCtrines received and 
taught were Conſonant to it. 
This is the duty of every Chrt- 
ſtian according to his capacity, 
eſpecially of Miniſters, and the 
neceſlary means to open the Mind 
for Divine Knowledge, and for the 
advancement of the Truth. He 
publiſht ſeveral Books againſt the 

| Papiſts 
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Papiſts with that clearneſs and 
ſtrength, as will Confound, if not 
Convince them. | He ſaid, he one- 
ly Hefir d Armies and Antiquity 
againſt 'the Papiſts : Armies, he 
cauſe of their bloody Religion ſo 
often exemplified in- England, Tre- 
land, France and other Countries. 
However they may appear on the 
Stage, they are always the fame 
perſons in the Tyring-room : their 
Religion binds them to extirpate 
Hereticks, and often over-rules the 
milder inclinations of their na» 
ture: Autzquity, becauſe they are 
inveigled with a fond pretence to 
it, as if it were favourable to their 


Cauſe : . but it has been demon- 


ſtrated by many learned Protc- 
ſtants, that the Argument of An» 
tiquity. is directly againſt the 
principal Doctrines of Popery, as 
that of the Supremacy, of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, of Image-worſhip, 
and others. | 
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His Books He has wrote ſeveral excellent 
of the Rea- Books againſt the impudent Athe- 
[£14 iſm of this looſe Age. In them 
ſtian Re- he eſtabliſhes the . fundamental 
(1gion. Principle, upon which the whole 
Fabrick of Chriſtianity'.is built ; 
that after this ſhort uncertain life, 
there is a future ſtate of happineſs 
or miſery equally Eternal, and 
that Death is the laſt irrevocable 


ſtep into that unchangeable ſtate. 


From hence it follows by infalli- 


ble Conſequence, that the reaſon» 
able Creature ſhould prefer the in- 
tereſt of the Soul before that of 
the Body, and ſecure Eternal life. 
This being laid, he proves the 
Chriſtian Religion to be the onely 
way of fallen Man's being reſtor'd 
to the favour of God, and obtayn- 
ing a bleſſed Immortality. Thus 
great Argument he manages with 
that clearneſs and ſtrength, that 
none can refuſe aſſent unto it, 
withour denying the infallible 
4 | | Princt- 
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Principles of Faith, and the evi- 
dent Principles of Nature. 

' He alfo publiſht ſome warm 
Diſcourſes, to Apologize for the 
Preaching of Diſlenting Miniſters, 
and to excite them to do their 
Duty. He did not think that Act 
of Uniformity could diſoblige 
them from the Exerciſe of their 
Office. "Tis true, Magiſtrates are 
Titular-Gods by their Deputation 
and Vicegerency, but ſubordinare 
and accountable to God above. 
Their Laws have no binding force 
upon the Conſcience, but from 
his Command ; and if contrary 
to his Law, are to be diſobeyed. 
The Miniſters Conſecrated to the 
Service of God are under a moral 
perperual Obligation of Preaching 
the faving Truths of the Goſpel, 
as they have opportunity. There 
needs no miraculous Teſtimony 
of their Commiſſion from Heaven, 
to-authorize the doing their ordi- 
nary Duty. In 
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In ſome points of modern Con- 
troverſie he judiciouſly choſe the 
middle way, and adviſed young Di- 
vines to follow it. His reverence of 
the Divine Purity, made him very 
{hy and jealous of any DoGrine 
that ſezm'd torefled a blemiſh and 
ſtain upon it. He was a clear al- 
ſerter of the ſoveraign Freeneſs; 


and infallible Efficacy of Divine- 


Grace in the Converſion of Souls. 
In a Sermon reciting the Words of 


the Covenant of Grace, 7 will put 


my fear into their hearts, and they 
ſhall not depart from me ; he ob- 
ſerved the Tenor of it was, 7 
will, and you ſhall. Divine Grace 
makes the rebellious Will- obedi- 
ent, but does not make the Will 
to be no Will. By the Itluminati- 
on of .the Mind, the Will is in» 


clin'd to Obedience, according to 
the Words of our Saviour, Al that | 


have heard and learn d of the Father 
come to me, He preach that the 
| Death 
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Death of Chrift was certainly ef- 
feual for all the Ele&t to make 
them partakers of Grace and Glo- 
ry, and that it was ſo far benefici- 
al to all Men, that they are not 
left in the ſame deſperate State 
with the fallen Angels, but are 
made capable of Salvation by the 
Grace of the Goſpel: not capa- 
ble of Efficience ro convert them- 
ſelves, but as WbjeQts to receive 
ſaving Grace. He did ſo honour the 
ſincerity of God, as entirely to 
believe his Will declared in his 
Word: he would not interpret the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel in a lefs 
gracious ſenſe than God intended 
them: Therefore if Men finally 
periſh, 'tis not for want of Mercy 
in God, nor Merits in Chriſt, but 
for their wilfull refuſing Salvati- 
on 
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have been effeftual for more nu- 
merous Converſions of Sinners to 


God, 
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God, than any printed in our 
rime :. and while the Church res 
mains on Earth, will be of con- 
tinual Efficacy to recover loſt 
Souls. There 1s a vigorous Pulſe 
in them that keeps the Reader a- 
wake and attentive. His Book of 
the Saints Everlaſting Reſt, was 
written by him when languiſhing 
in the ſuſpence of Life ard Death, 
but has the Signatures of his holy 
and vigorous Mind. To allure our 
Deſires, he unvails the Sanctuary 
above, and diſcovers the Glory and 
Joys of rhe Bleſſed in the Divine 
Preſence, by a Light ſo ſtrong and 
lively, that all the glittering Va- 
nities of this World vaniſh in that 
Compariſon, and a ſincere Believer 
will deſpiſe them, as one of mature 
Age does the Toys and Baubles of 
Children, To excite our fear he 
removes the Skreen, and makes 
the Everlaſting Fire of Hell fo 
viſible, and repreſents the tor- 

menting 
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menting Paſſions ' of the Dattined 
a thoſe dreadfull Colours; that if 
duly conſidered, would check ard 
eontroul / the- unbridled licentious 
Appetites of. the moſt ſenſual 
Wretches. | 
\ His Call to the Unconverttd ; 

how ſmall in bulk; but how pows 
erfull in vertue z- Truth ſpeaks in 
it with that authority and e 

ey, that it makes the Reader hy 
his hand upon His heart, and find 
he. has a Sool and a Conſcience, 
though he hved- before as if he 
had none. He told ſome friends, 
that fix Brothers were Converted 
by reading that Call ; and that e- 
very Week he received Letters of 


ſome Converted by his Books. 


This he ſpake 'with moſt humble 
thinkfulneſs, that God was plea- 
ſed to uſe him as an inſtrament 

for the Salvation of Souls. 
' He that was fo folicttons for the 
valvation of others, was not neg- 
l ligent 
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ligent of his own ; but as regular 
Love. requires, his firſt Care was 
to prepare himſelf for Heaven. In 
him the Vertues of the Contem- 
plative and Active Life were emi- 
nently united. His time was ſpent 
in Communion with God, and in 
Charity to Men. He lived above 
the ſenſible World, and 1n ſolitude 
and ſilence convers'd with God. 
The frequent and: ferious Medita- 
tion of Eternal - things was [the 
powerfull means to. make his Heart 
holy and heavenly,and: from thence 
his Converſation, His Life was a 


| practical Sermon , a on bs Ex-' 


ample. There was an Air 


mility and Sanity im his orth: 
fied Countenance ; -and his De-. 
portment was becoming a Stran- 
ger upon Earth, and a Citizen of 
Heaven. | 

Though all Divine Graces, the 
fruit of the Spirit, were viſible in 
his Converſation, yet ſome were 
more eminent, Hu- 
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' Humility is to other Graces, as 
the Morning-Star is to the 'Sun, 
that #oes before 'it, and follows a 
it inthe Evening : Vumility pre- 
pares us for the receiving of Grace, 
God gives Grace to the humble: and 
it follows the Exercife of Grace ; 
Not 1, fays the Apoſtle, ' but the 
Grace of God in me. In Mr. Bax- 
t&r thete was.a rare Union of ſub- 
lime Knowtedge, arid other ſpiri- 
tual Excellencies, with the loweſt 
opinion of himſelf. He wrote to one 
that ſent a Letter to him full 
of Expreſſions of Honour and E- 
ſteem, Tou do admire one you do 
not know; Knowledge will cure your 
Error. ' The more we know God, the 
more reaſon we ſee toadmire him ; 
a our knowledge of the Crea- 
tfire diſcovers its imperfections , 
and leſſens our eſteem. To the 
ame perſon expreſſing his Vene- 
ration of him for his excellent 
Gifts and Graces, he replied with 
> heat; 
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heat, 1 have the remainders of 
pride in me, how dare you blow up 


the ſparks of it He deſfird ſome 


Miniſters, his choſen friends, -to 
meet at his Houſe, and ſpend 2 
day in Prayer for his ein iq 
2 matter of moment : before the 
Duty was Pg he faid, 1 have 


defir d your aſfiſtance at this tiwe, 


| becauſe I believe Ged will ſooner 


hear your Prayers than® mine. He 
imitated St. Auſtin both in his Pe- 
nitential Confeſlions, and Retracta- 
tions, In conjunction with Hur 
mility, he had great Candor for 
erhers. . He could willingly bear 
with, perſons of differing Senti- 
ments : he would not proſtitute his 
own. judgment, nor raviſh anthers, 
He did not over-eſteem himſelf, 
nor under-yalue others. He would 

ive libergl Encomiums of many 
Conlproping, Nivies He wag ſer 
vere tq himſelf, but candid in ex- 
culipg the faults of others. Wherer 
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a the buſie Inquirer and Cenſurer 
of the faults of others, is uſually 
the caſfie Neglecter of his own. 

_ Self-denial and Contempt of 
the World were ſhining Graces in 


him. I never knew any, perſon 


leſs indulgent to himſelf, and 
more indifferent to his Temporal 
intereſt, The offer of a Biſho- 
prick was no temptation to hin : 
for his exalſted Soul deſpiſed the 
eaſures and Profits which others 
ſo earneſtly deſire ; he valued not 
an Empty Title upon his Tomb. 
His Patience was truly Chrifti- 
an, God does often try his Chil- 
dren by Afflictions, to exerciſe 
their Graces, to occaſion their 
Victory, and to entitle them to a 
traumphanr Felicity. 
| hs Saint wes. tried by many 


_ Afflictions. We are very:tender of 


our Reputation : his Name was 
obſcar'd under a Cloud of detrac- 
tion. Many ſJanderous Darts were 

$3 thrown 
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thrown at him. He was chargd 
with Schiſm and Sedition. -He 
was accusd for his Paraphraſe ups 
on the New Teſtament, as guilty 
of diſloyal Aſperſions upon . the 
Government, and Condemn'd, un- 
heard, to a Priſon, where he re- 
main d for ſome years. But he was 
ſo far from being moved at the 
unrighteous proſecution, that he 
joyfully faid to a conſtant friend, 
What could I defire more of God, 
than after having ſeru'd him to my 
power , I ſhould now be called to 
ſuffer for him. One who had teen 
a fierce Diſſenter, was afterward 
rankled with an oppoſite heat, and 
very contumeliouſ]ly in his Wri- 


_ tings reflected upon Mr. Baxter, 


who calmly endur'd his Contempt: 
and w hen the ſame perſon publiſht 
a learned Diſcourſe in Defence of 
Chriſtianity, Mr. Baxter ſaid, / 
forgive him all for his Writing that 
Book, Indeed he was ſo much the 
ts _ _ © -more 
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more truly honourable, as he was 
thought worthy of the hatred of 
thoſe perſons. 

"Tis true, the Cenfures and Re- 


proaches of others whom he e- 


ſteemed and loved, toucht him in 
the tender part.. But he, with the 
great Apoſtle, counted it a ſmall 
thing to be judg d by Mens day. He 
was entire to: his Conſcience, and 


independent upon the opinion -of - 


others. But his Patience was more 
eminently tried by his continual 
pains and languiſhing. Martyrdom 
is a more calie way of dying, when 
the Combat and the Victory are 
" finiſht at once, than to dye by de- 
grees-every day. His Complaints 
were frequent, but who ever heard 
an unſubmiſſive word drop from 
lis lips? He was nat put out of 
his Patience, nor out of the poſlef- 
ſion: of himſelf. In his ſharp Pains, 
he ſaid, 7 have a rational Patience, 
and a believing Patience, though 
ſenſe would recoil. His 


a 
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:His pacifick Spirir' was a! clear 
CharaQer of his being a/Child-of 
God. How ardently heendeayourd- 
to cement the breachies among us, | 
which othergwiden and keep open; 
is publickly known; He-ſaid:to- a: - 
friend, Jcan as willingly be 4' Mars 
yn for Love, as for any Article of. 
rhe Creed. "Tis firange toaftonith-: 
ment, that thoſe who agree'in the 


_ ſubſtantial and great Points of the 


Reformed Religion, and are of dif- 
ferimg; Seatimetits onely in- things 
not (Oo Hear, nor of that moment 
45 thoſe: wherctn 'they conſent , 
ſhould ſtill be! oppofite Parties. 
Methjnks the remembrance how 
out Diviſions lJately-expos'd ts to- 
our warehfull Adverſary,andi were 
almoltfatal to:rhe intereſt of Ret 
gion; ſhould concitiate our Aﬀect 
rions. , Our common danger and 
common. deliverance, ſhould pre- 
pare. our. Spirits {or- a: fincere ard 


 tirgrUnion, When our Sky: was 
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fo dark without a glimmering 
Horizon, then by a new dawning 
of God's wonderful Providence, a 
Deliveter' appear'd, our gracious 
Soveraian; who has 'rhe Honour 
of eſtabliſhing our Fe'igion ar 
home, and gives us hopes 9f re» 
ſtoring'it abroad, in places trom 
whence it has been ſo unrighte- 
ouſly and cruelly expelld. May 
the-Union of his Proteſtant Sub- 
jets in religious things ſo defir'd 
by wiſe and:good Mer, be accom- 
pliſhe by - his princely Counſel and 
_ Authority, Integrity with Chari- 
ty would remove thoſe things that 
have fo long diſtnited us. I re- 
rare front this Digreflion. 

Love to the Souls of Men was 
the peculiar Character of Mr. 
Babeter's Spirit. In this he imita- 
red and honoured our Saviour, 
who prayed, dyed, and hves for 
the Salvation®of Souls. All his 
natural and ſrpernatural Endow- 

ments 
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ments were ſubſervient to this 
bleſſed End. | It was his Meat and 
Drink, the Life and Joy of his 
Life to doe good to- Souls, His 
Induſtry was almoſt incredible in 
his Studies: he had a ſenſitive na- 
ture deſirous of eaſe as others have, 
and faint Faculties, yet ſuch was 
the continual Application of him- 
ſelf ro his great Work, as if the. 
Labour of one Day had ſupplyed 
ſtrength for another, and che wzl- 
lingneſs of the Spirit had ſupported 
the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, In his 
uſual Converſation, his ſerious, 
trcquent and delighttull Diſcourſe 
was of Divine things, to inflame 
his Friends with the Love of Hea- 
ven. He received with tender 
Compaſſion and condeſcending 
Kindneſs, the meaneſt that came 
to him for Councel and Conſola- 
tion. He gave in one year a hun- 
dred Pounds to buy Bibles for the 
poor, He has in his Wall __ 
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of all that. remains.of his Eſtate 
after the Legacies to his Kindred, 
for the benefit of the Souls and 
Bodies of . the Poor. He continu- 
ed to preach ſo long notwithſtan- 
ding his waſted languiſhing Bcdy, 
that the laſt time, he almoſt died 
in thePulpit. It would have been 
his joy to have been transfigured 
in the Mount. 

Not long after his laſt Sermon, 
he felt the Approaches of Death, 
and was confin'd to his ſick Bed. 
Death reveals the Secrets of the 
Heart, then words are ſpoken with 
molt feeling and leaſt Aﬀedation. 
This excellent Saint was. the ſame 
in his Life and Death: his laſt 
Hours were ſpent in preparing o- 
thers and himſelf to appear betore 
God. He ſaid ro his Friends that 
viſited him, Tou come hither to 
learn 10 dye, I am not the onely 
Perſon that muſt go this way, 1 can 
aſſure you, that your whole Life be 

Fg 
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it never ſo long is little enough to 
prepare for Beath, Have a care 
of this vain deceitful World, and . 
the Lifts b-4 the Fleſh: be ſure you 
chooſe God for your portion, Hea+ 
ven for your home, God's Glory for 
your end, His word for your rule, 
and then you need never fear 
But we ſhall meet with Com- 
yoy, - © | 
Never was a Sinner more hum- 
ble and debafing himſelf, never was 
2 ſincere Believer more cam and 
comfortable; He acknowledged 
himſelf to be the viſeſt Dunghil- 
worm (was his ufual Expreſiion) 
that ever went to Heaven, He 
admir'd the Divine Corideſcenſion 
ro us, often- ſaying, Lord what is 
Man , what am 1 vile Worm to the 
grew God? Man y times he ayes” 
od be merciful to me a Sinner, 
and bleſſed God, that that was left 
npon record in the Goſpel as an 
ettectual Prayer. He ſaid, God 


may 
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way juſtly condemn me for the beſt 
Duty Lever did: and all my wy 
are from the free Mercy of God in 
Cbri/t, which he often prayed for. 
 Aﬀter a ſlumber he wak'd and 
faid,. / ſhall reſt from my Labour : 
a Miniſter then prefent ſaid, Aud 
your Works follow you ; to. whom 
he replyed, No Works, 1 will leave 
out Worts, if God will grant me the 
other. When a Friend was comfort- 
ivg him with the remembrance of 
the good many had received by his 
preaching and Writings, he ſaid, 
{ was but a Pen in God s hand, and 
what praiſe is due to a Pen. 

. His reſignd Submiſlion to the 
Will of God in his ſharp Sickneſs, 
was eminent. When extremity of 
Pain conſtraind him earneſtly to 
Pray to. God for his releaſe by 
Death, he would check himſelf; 
4t is not fit for me to preſcribe, 


and ſaid, . when thou wilt, what thou . 


wilt, how thou wilt. 
Be- 


Ms 
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Being in great Anguith, he faid, 
O how unſearchable are his ways and 
his paths paſt finding out ! the red- 
thes of his Providence we cannot fa- 
thom : and to his Friends, Do not 
think the worſe of Religzon for what 
you ſee me ſuffer. 

Being often ask'd by his Friends, 
how it was with his inward Man, 
he replied, 7 bleſs God I have a 
well-grounded Aſſurance of my Eter- 
nal Happineſs, and great Peace and 
Comfort within; but it was his trou- 
ble he could not triumphantly ex- 
preſs it, by reaſon of his extreme 
pains. He faid, Fleſh muſt periſh, 
and we muſt feel the periſhing of it : 
and that though his i, ſub- 
mitted, yet ſenſe would ſtill make 
him groan. + | 

Being asked by a Perſon of Qua- 
lity, whether he had not great 
Joy from his believing Apprehen- 
ſions of the inviſible State, he re- 
plied : What elſe think you Chri- 

3 ftianity 
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ftianity ſerves for > He ſaid, The 
Confideration of the Deity in his 
Glory and Greatneſs was too high 
for our Thoughts; but the Conſide- 
ration of the Son of God in our Na- 
ture, and of the Saints in Heaven, 
whom he knew and loved, did much 
ſweeten and familiarize Feaven to 


him. The deſcription of Heaven 


in the x2. to the Heb. and the 22. 
was moſt comfortable to him : 
That he was going to the innumera= 
ble company of Angels, and to the 
general Aſſembly and Church of the 
firſt-born, whoſe Names are written 


in Heaven; and to God the Fudge 


of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfett; And to Feſus the 
Mediator of the new Covenant, and 
to the blood 'of ſprinkling that 
ſpeaks better things than the Blood 
of Abel. That Scripture, he 
ſaid, deſerved a thouſand thouſand 
thoughts: He ſaid, O how comfor- 
table is that promiſe, Eye has not 


 \fſeen, 


_ 
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ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
it entred into the heart of Man to 
conceive the things God hath laid 
up for thoſe who love him. | 
At another time he faid, 7hat he 
found great comfort and ſweetneſs in 
repeating the words of the Lord's 
Prayer, and was ſorry that ſome 


good people were prejudiced againſt . 


the uſe of it ; for there were all ne+ 
ceſſary Petitions for Soul and Body 
contain'd in it. - 
Ar other times he gave excel- 
ſent Counſel to young Miniſters 
that viſited him, ard earneſtly 
prayed to Gad to bleſs their labours, 


and make them very ſucceſsful in 


Converting mauy Souls to Chriſt 2 
And expreſsd great joy in the 
hopes that God would do a great 
deal of good by them ; and rhat 
they were of moderate feacefull 
Sptrits. t 


He 
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-| He did often pray that God 

would be -mercifull to this miſera- 
'Ble diſtrafted World: and that he 
* would preſerve his Church and In- 
tereſt in it. 

He advis'd his Friends to be- 

ware of ſelf-conceitedneſs, as a Sin 
that was likely to ruine this Na- 
Fion +: and ſaid, / have written a 
Book againſt .it, which 1 am afraid 
has done little good. 

- Being askd whether -he had 
alter'd} his mind in Controverſial _ 
Points, he ſaid, Thoſe that pleaſe __©/ 
may know my mind in my Writings : \_ 
and what- he had done was not for \ 
his own” Reputation, but the Glory ) 
of God. | / 
+] went to him with a very wor- 

thy Friend, Mr. Mather of New- 
England, the day before he died, 

atnd ſpeaking tome comforting 

Words to him, he replyed, have 

Pain, there is no arguing againſt 
ſenſe, but I have peace, I have peace. 
2» K I 
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I told him you are now approach- | 


ing to your long-deſir'd home, he 
anſwer:d, { believe, 1 believe. He 
faid to Mr. Mather, 1 bleſs God 
that you have accompliſht your buft- 
neſs, the Lord prolong your Life. 

He exprelt a great willingneſs 


to dye, and during his Sickneſs, 


when the Queſtion was ask'd, how 
he did, his reply was, a/moft well. 
His joy was moſt - remarkable, 
when in his owa apprehenſions 
Death was neareſt : and his Spiri- 
tual Joy at length was conſum- 
mate in Eternal Joy. 

Thus lived and dyed that blef- 


ſed Saint. I have without any ar- 


_ rificial Fition of words, given a 


ſincere ſhort Account of him. All. 


our Tears are below the juſt grief 
for ſuch an unvaluable Lofs. It þ 
the Comfort of his Friends, that. 
he enjoys a bleſſed Reward in Hea- 
ven, and has left a precious Re- 
membrance on the Earth. | 

Now 
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Now bleſſed be the gracious 
God, that he was pleaſed to pro- 
long the Life of his Servant, fo 
uſetul and beneficial to the. World 
toa full Age; that he has brought 
him ſlowly and fafely to Heaven, 
I ſhall conclude this Account with 
my own deliberate Wiſh : May 
I live the ſhort remainder of 'my 
Life, as entirely to the Glory of 
God, as he lived; and when I ſhall 
come to the Period of my Life, 


may Idye inthe ſame bleſſed Peace . 


wherein he died; may I be with 
him in the Kingdom of Light and 
Love for ever. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


[ Shall annex two Paſſages decla- 
ratory, the one of his Humilicy, 


the other of his Excellent Abilities. 
He had ſuch an Abhorrence of him- 
ſelf for his Sins, that he faid to a Mi- 
niſter, 1 can more eaſily believe, that 

God 
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God will forgive me; than 1 ca” for- 

ive my ſelf. The other was; being 
in the Pulpit to preach, he found thac 
he had fo ot to phir his Notes into 
his Bible: he pray'd to God for his 
Aſfiftatice, and rook the ifirſt Tet 
that occutr'd ro his View in opetiing 
the Bible: and preactyd an Excellent 
Sermon: for the Matter and Order of 
it upon the, Prieſthood of Chriſt... Af 
ter be woes come down,. he enquir'd 
ofa Minifter preſent, whether he. had 
not tir'd him, who replyed, No ; but 
with ſeveral others declar'd they were 
exceedingly ſatisfied with his Diſcourſe : 
he faid; It was neceſſary to' bawe a 
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BOOKS writ by William 
Bates) D. D. and fold by 
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IH & \ Harmony of the Divine 
.  Artributes, in the Contr 
vance and Accompliſhment of Man's. 
Redemption by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt: Or Diſcourſes, wherein is 
fhewed, how the Wiſdom, Mercy, 
Fuſtice,' Holineſs, Power, and Truth 
of God are gloriffed in that great 

and bleſſed Work, In Octavo. : 


Confiderations of the Exiſtence 
of God, and of the Immortality of 
the Soul, with the Recompence of 
the Future State. To which is 
added the Divinity af. the Chri- 
tian Religjon, proved by the Evi- 
dence of Reaſon, and Drvine Reve- 
lation, for the Cure of Infidelity, 
the Heftick Evil of the Times. 
In Octavo. | 

The 
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The Soveraign and Final Hap+ 
pimeſs of Man, with tht effetual 
Means to obtain it, In Octavo, 


The Four Laſt Things, Death and 
Fudoment, Heaven and Hell, pra- 
Hically confidered and applied, in 
ſeveral Diſcourſes. In Otavo, and 
Duodecimo. he 


The Danger of Proſperity diſco- 
wered, in ſeveral Sermons, upon 
* Prov. 1. 17.. {/# Octavo. 


The great Duty of Refignation in 
Times of Affliftion, &c. In Oc- 
taVO. 


A Funeral Sermon preached «p- 
on the Death of the Reverend and 
Excellent ' Divine, Dr. Thomas 
Manton, who deceaſed Oftober 18, 
1677. To which is added, the laſt 
. publick Sermon Dr. Mapton preach- 
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ed. Jn Octavo. © | 
The 
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The Sure Trial of Uprightueſs, 
opened in ſeveral Sermons,npon Plal. 
18. v. 23. 1x Ocavo. 


." A Deſcription of the Bleſſed 
Place and State of the Saints 4- 
| bowe, in a Diſcourſe on John 14.2. 
Preached at the Funeral of Mr. 
Clarkſon, 


The Way to the higheſt FHonoar, 
on John 12. 26. Preached at the 
Funeral of Dr. Jacomb. 


_ | The Speedy Coming of Chriſt to 

Fudgment, on Rev. 22. 12. Preach- 
ed at the Funeral of Mr. Benj. 
Aſhurſt. 


A Funeral Sermon for the Re» 
wverend, Holy and Excellent Di- 
vine, Mr. Richard Baxter, who 
Deceaſed December the 8th. 1691. 
With an Account of his Life. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


N Ewly printed, The Holy Bible, 


| containing rhe Old.Te 

and the New : 

Parallel! Scriptures. To which is an- 
nex'd, The Harmony of the Goſpels : 
As alſo, the Reduction of che Jewiſh 
Weights, Coins and Meaſures, roour 
Engliſh Standards. And a Table of 
the Promiſes in Scripture. By Samuel 
Clark, Miniſter of the Goſpel. Printed 
in Folioofa very fair Letter; the like 
never before in ane. Volume, Princed 
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